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Editor’s Introduction
In Centre News, after 40 years, the
P&J is becoming Peace & Justice
Scotland. This exciting change will
better reflect the work we do across
Scotland, not just in Edinburgh. See
inside for ways to support this move
& for events:
Join us & Vets for Peace Scotland at
the Opposing War Memorial site in
Princes St Gardens & online with
PPU & FoR for UK Alternative
Remembrance 8 Nov. Join us on 19
Nov for an interactive Annual Meeting
and find out how we are Building
Peace through the arts with guests
Prof Jolyon Mitchell, Lesley Orr, Kate
Ive and our project leaders.
Our PeaceBuilders team are creating
a series of videos for schools based
on our programme. Can you support
this project Crowdfunder?
In our editorial Brian Larkin calls out
the conflicted UK approach to
Yemen: giving aid while arming the
Saudis causing humanitarian crisis.
Lane Deamant’s “Peace Maps” piece
details a new P&J project to map
peace sites across Scotland. Help
grow this fantastic community
resource by submitting your own
favourite locations to us at
contact[at]peaceandjustice.org.uk.
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Meklite Balcha analyses why the
mediation process in South Sudan
failed and reflects on the future of
peacebuilding in the country.
News from the Movements features
Extinction Rebellion’s recent actions,
the 2020 Nuclear Free Future Award
recipients, how to support Edinburgh
Refugee Sponsorship Circle and
Voices for Creative Non-Violence.
We list plenty of ways to take action
from home too. Email your local MP
to demand a halt to the UK arms
trade in Yemen and lobby them to
support the new Climate and
Ecological Emergency Bill.
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Editorial: The Cruel Contradiction in UK Yemen Policy
By Brian Larkin

UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs Mark Lowcock told the
Security Council in September that governments have contributed only 30% of
UN funding requirements for Yemen, leaving nine million Yemenis to cope with
deepening cuts to aid programmes (Al Jazeera. 15 Sept 2020). The situation
has been worsened by recent escalating conflict; closure of the Sanaa airport
by rebel Houthis has had severe consequences. "In August, more civilians
were killed across the country than any other month this year," he said.
Lowcock singled out Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Kuwait as having "given
nothing to this year's UN plan." The UK is providing aid to Yemen. In June,
Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab announced UK aid to Yemen worth £160
million that will provide over 700,000 medical consultations, train healthcare
workers in safe COVID working, and boost 12,000 health centres to continue
providing existing health services. Indeed, the UK has given £1Billion in aid to
Yemen since 2015. But the value of UK arms sales to Saudi Arabia and its
coalition partners bombing Yemen is 6.5 times higher than value of aid.
In June the UK resumed arms transfers to Saudi Arabia. To provide aid while
arming the aggressive Saudi assault on Yemen is cruel, senseless and
counter-productive. According to Campaign Against Arms Trade, the UK has
continued to supply weapons to Saudi Arabia for use in Yemen despite
overwhelming evidence of repeated breaches of international humanitarian
law. More than 100,000 people have been killed in the conflict in Yemen. The
Saudi bombing campaign has created the world's worst humanitarian disaster,
with 24 million Yemenis requiring some form of assistance or protection. More
than 12,000 civilians have been intentionally targeted by Saudi airstrikes since
2015, with UK personnel directly involved in targeting.
There were 42 airstrikes in Yemen in July which impacted civilians according
to Civilian Impact Monitoring (CIMP). According to The Sunday Post, (24
September) Royal Saudi Air Force (RSAF) pilots based in Lincolnshire for
training are allowed to land at civilian airfields in the UK including Dundee,
Aberdeen, Inverness, Wick and Prestwick. We are calling on Scottish
government to prohibit the use of civilian airports for Saudi military training.
UN envoy Martin Griffiths called on the parties to “swiftly conclude negotiations
and finalise a Joint Declaration" on terms for peace. We support that call.
Those terms must include an end to UK and US military support and arms
sales to Saudi Arabia, including active involvement of British troops in
targeting civilians.
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Centre News
Peace & Justice awarded grant for Core Costs
We are grateful to the Lansbury House Trust for a grant that will cover half of
our core costs ensuring we are able to continue to deliver programmes
promoting nonviolence, peacebuilding, conflict resolution and ecological
sustainability throughout 2020.
We’re becoming Peace & Justice Scotland!
After 40 years working to promote peace, the Peace & Justice Centre is
changing its name to reflect the fact that we have long worked Scotland-wide.
The P&J has played a pivotal role in advocating disarmament as part of
Scotland’s for Peace and the Scrap Trident coalition, organising conferences
on Nuclear Weapons and International Law, and as an International Campaign
for the Abolition of Nuclear Weapons partner organisation.
We helped organise the Long Walk for Peace across Scotland and are active
in the Cross-Party Group on
Nuclear Weapons at Scottish
Parliament. We lead the UKwide consortium campaigning
for a memorial to
conscientious objectors in
Princes St Gardens. Our
Peace Cranes project has
seen workshops and
volunteers contributing from
many parts of Scotland, the UK at least four other countries and our
PeaceBuilders programme has delivered workshops to class groups in schools
in Glasgow as well as Edinburgh.
We’ll continue to maintain a Centre in Edinburgh but changing our name will
better represent the Scotland-wide scope of our ongoing work. In the coming
year we’ll be reaching out to people across the country to offer resources and
develop plans for how we can support local efforts to promote. Wherever you
live in Scotland please consider becoming a member or supporting our work
with a donation.
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Trustees Needed We seek a diverse group of trustees, including
representation from various areas of the country and those who experience
challenges in their lives which they can bring to widen our perspective, people
of other genders and people of colour. We especially need someone with
accounts experience to fill the role of Treasurer. For more info & to apply:
http://peaceandjustice.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/PJ-Trustees-Application2020.docx

Support Needed! While we are able to obtain grant funding for projects and to
support our core work, we aim to expand our base of individual support especially from other parts of Scotland. Please consider becoming a Member
or supporter and making a regular donation!
You can donate by sending a cheque made out to Edinburgh Peace & Justice
Centre posted to us at EP&JC, City of Edinburgh Methodist Church, 25
Nicolson Square, EH8 9BX or, to donate by bank card or transfer, visit our
website. https://peaceandjustice.org.uk/become-a-member/
PeaceBuilders Video Series for Schools Crowdfunder
The P&J PeaceBuilders team are planning to produce a series of eight videos
based on our Cooperative Games & Conflict Resolution for Primary Schools
program. These films will be available to schools throughout Scotland and
should be ready to send out to schools by mid to late October.
Can you help with a donation or by spreading the word on social media?
You can donate as above but put "PeaceBuilders videos” in the Purpose field
or as a reference. Or from Monday 5 October donate via the Crowdfunder
online and please Share! https://chuffed.org/project/peacebuilders-video
Origami Peace Cranes Exhibition Watch Videos of pre-exhibition events: a
Message from the Mayor of Hiroshima, The Mistake, and our Origami Cranes
Workshop at: https://peaceandjustice.org.uk/projects/origami-cranes-project/
Physical P&J Centre Closed but we are still Working for Peace!
Due to COVID-19 and to steward resources we have decided to close the
Centre for now with staff working from home to organise events and projects.
Global Campaign on Military Spending The GCOMS consortium of which
we are a Steering Group member received funding for a Temp role (10
months) to develop a website and campaign materials. Interested? Contact us!
6
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Welcome Meklite! Meklite Balcha will be with us on a
student work placement as part of her MA at University
of Bradford in Advanced Practice of Peacebuilding and
Conflict Resolution. Meklite has an LLB from the School
of Law and Governance, Addis Ababa University Ethiopia. She is a human rights advocate who
passionately speaks out for refugees and internally
displaced people.
Meklite was Head of Mission Support / Advocacy with
Medicines Sans Frontiers (MSF) – Addis Ababa and
volunteered Addis Ababa University Human Rights Centre, which provides
active service for the underserved community. She will develop advocacy
materials and a briefing for key stakeholders on the refugee situation in
Scotland. Meklite envisions tackling human rights challenges in her region,
through the academic sector, and by being involved in the policy making
process to advocate for better and inclusive policies.
Don’t Bank on the Bomb A new report - Nuclear Weapons, the Climate and
Our Environment was published in August. Author Linda Pearson will be
presenting a session at Edinburgh World Justice Festival. 7pm Tues 6 October
with Edinburgh CND. See the report at:
https://nukedivestmentscotland.org/climate-emergency-the-other-existential-threat/

Conscience Webinar: Conscientious Objection in the 2nd World War.
https://peaceandjustice.org.uk/events/event/conscientious-objection-during-thesecond-world-war/. 15 Oct.

Alternative Remembrance. Sunday 8 Nov. 10:45 – 11:30am. Gather
10:30am. Opposing War Memorial site near west side Ross Bandstand,
Princes St Gardens.
Bring poems, reflections or songs.
All welcome after to join us to lay a
white poppy wreath at the War
Memorial outside City Chambers.
Organised by Vets for Peace
Scotland. Support by Peace &
Justice Scotland. Contact Brad
Oliver silverspur[at]btinternet.com
7
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UK Alternative Remembrance ceremony. Sunday 8 November. 12 Noon.
Log onto your computer and join people from England, Wales, Scotland and
beyond for a moment of reflection and remembrance. Includes laying of white
poppy wreathes, spoken word and more. For more details look at the Peace
Pledge Union, Fellowship of Reconciliation or P&J website or social media:
https://www.ppu.org.uk/
https://for.org.uk
https://peaceandjustice.org.uk/
Peacebuilding & the Arts: Cultural Connections. 6.30pm - 8pm. Thursday
19 November. P&J Annual Meeting 6 - 6:25pm. Zoom. “Doors” open 5:50pm.
Speakers: Prof. Jolyon Mitchell (Director CTPI); Kate Ive (Opposing War Memorial
artist); Iliyana Nedkova (Peace Cranes Curator); Fiona Oliver-Larkin (PeaceBuilders
Programme Coordinator). Chair: Dr. Lesley Orr (CTPI Research Fellow, Opposing
War Memorial Group). Arrivals for 6:30pm panel admitted from 6:20pm.

Artistic communities are uniquely placed to
help promote peace by enabling people to see
things differently. Yet their role in
peacebuilding is little explored. Peacebuilding
& the Arts editor Jolyon Mitchell will discuss
some of the ways a range of artistic practices
have supported peacebuilding. Opposing War
Memorial artist Kate Ive will describe how her
design will invite reflection on alternatives
to war in public space. Peace Cranes
exhibition Curator Iliyana Nedkova will talk
about how artist-activists will engage
audiences in conversations about nuclear
weapons. PeaceBuiding Coordinator
Fiona Oliver-Larkin will give a taste of
ways our facilitators nurture a culture of
peace in schools. Register at: https://peaceandarts.eventbrite.co.uk
Leave a gift in your will to the Peace & Justice Centre
Each of us leaves our mark on the world – through our relationships with other
people and through our beliefs and ideas. Leaving a gift in your will to the
Peace & Justice Centre is one way to continue to help future generations work
towards a more peaceful and just Scotland after you are gone.
8
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The Peace & Justice Centre has been working as a catalyst for a more
peaceful Scotland for 40 years. We are creating a culture of peace through our
PeaceBuilders Programme in Primary Schools; engaging local communities
and promoting disarmament through our Peace Cranes project and raising
awareness of alternatives to war with our Opposing War Memorial project. We
provide volunteer opportunities for young people, organise events that
challenge militarism and, when the COVID crisis has passed, we’ll continue to
provide a meeting space in Edinburgh.
Legacies have been vital for enabling our
core work, covering about half of our core
costs over the past 5 years. While we
regularly raise funds to support projects
through grants, further legacies can help
ensure our work to promote peace, justice
and disarmament over the long term.
A gift to us in your will would help the next
generation develop the skills, knowledge and passion for a more peaceful and
just Scotland – and world! Alternatively, you might want your legacy to support
a particular area of our work - peacebuilding in schools for example – you find
details of our projects on our website: www.peaceandjustice.org.uk/projects
How to leave a gift in your will
If you would like to change your will to include a gift to the Centre, you should
make an appointment with your solicitor. There is a simple form to fill in, called
a codicil, to make a small change. We can provide you with a codicil to fill in.
There are two main types of legacy you can leave to the charity:
1. A pecuniary legacy: this is a set amount of money left to a person or
charity.
2. A residuary legacy: this is the residual amount from the deceased
person’s estate after all the pecuniary amounts, taxes and debts have
been paid.
If you’d like to discuss leaving a gift in your will to us, please give our
Coordinator Brian Larkin a ring on 07584 492257 or email him at
coordinator@peaceandjustice.org.uk.
9
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Why the very first mediation process in South Sudan has failed
By Meklite Balcha
South Sudan is the world’s newest country and most recent member of the
United Nations after gaining independence from Sudan in July 2011.1
Independence was a widely celebrated success overcoming generational,
prolonged war and gaining independence peacefully from Sudan. However,
the celebration has not sustained long as it brought another version of war
to the war-weary South Sudanese.
The civil war in South Sudan started after just two years of independence in
December 2013. Civil war
erupted as President Salva Kiir
accused his ex-vice-president,
Riek Machar, of conspiring to
overthrow him - a coup d' état.
Riek Machar denied the
accusation and escaped to
lead Sudan People's Liberation
Movement-in-Opposition (SPLM–
IO).2 UNHCR report that within
the first week of fighting in
South Sudan Army Generals celebrate at official independence day ceremonies by
Steve Evans. Source: Flickr, licensed for reuse under CC BY-NC 2.0.
2013 over 1,000 people
were killed and a further 100,000 were displaced from their homes.3 Since
the civil war started, reportedly 383,000 people have been killed; 4 million
have fled to the neighboring countries and been internally displaced.4
Several peacebuilding attempts took place since the beginning of the war
and there were ongoing different conflict resolution processes. The IGAD
(Intergovernmental Authority on Development) led mediation process was
initiated by the IGAD officials after just a few weeks of the South Sudan civil
war breaking out. The civil war broke out in mid-December 2013 and IGAD
officials along with AU, UN and other representatives arrived in Juba after a
few days. Hence, on December 27, 2013 IGAD held a summit in Nairobi and
announced the warring parties to engage in peace talks immediately.
Why did the immediate IGAD led mediation process fail?
10
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Scholars claim that in the mediation process, unless the warring parties
reach the stage of realizing the intolerable and unacceptable level of the
conflict, it is unlikely to show motivation and be ready to be mediated5. The
IGAD led mediation process had been initiated just after the conflict
started, and the IGAD heads of states emergency summit took place in
Kenya after a few days of the conflict outbreak.The warring parties came to
the dialogue table within a week of the conflict outbreak under the pressure of
the international community. This was the
urge for the South Sudan government to
halt the violence and engage in discourse
with its opponent. There was no expressed
motive of the warring parties for the deescalation of the conflict and to reach to an
agreement.
Third-party mediators are the most
important actors for effective mediation process South Sudan independence day
celebrations by Daniel X. O’Neil. Source:
next to the warring parties. The impartiality,
Flickr, licensed for reuse under CC BY 2.0.
skills and the ability of the mediator contribute a
great deal of impact in the success of the process6. The primary mediators in
the IGAD mediation were Ambassador Seyoum Mesfin (former Ethiopian
diplomat) as chief mediator, General Lazaro Sumbeiywo (retired career officer
in Kenya's national army) as deputy mediator and Muhammad Ahmed al-Dabi
(former head of Sudan's powerful military intelligence agency) as the third
mediator. The chief Mediator Amb. Seyoum Mesfin was a politician in Ethiopia
and served as a government official for decades and had less if not no
meditation experience. Moreover, his relationship with Uganda’s President
Museveni who is a renowned supporter of Kiir has questioned his impartiality.
General Sumbeiywo, however, is a well-known chief mediator and had a good
reputation during Sudan's mediation process; he was limited to apply his skills
as he was appointed as a deputy mediator for someone who has less
mediation experience. The third mediator Muhammad Ahmed al-Dabi was one
of the Sudanese officials. However, Sudan was accused during that conflict for
supplying weapons to Riek Machar's opposition force which dilutes the
impartiality of Muhammad. In general, the combination and appointment of the
mediators in the IGAD-led process somehow lack the preconditions (trust,
11

Peace and Justice News / Q4 October - December

2020

credibility, leverage and a high degree of
personal skill) for effective mediations.
Mediation scholars claim ‘Hurting Stalemate’
as a very important condition in mediation
processes. Hurting stalemate is a situation
where neither side can win, but neither party
want to back down or accept a loss7. This
situation could happen because of different reasons, including depletion of
available resources, reduction of support by allies or failed tactics, etc. There is
no clear justification of how long a stalemate has to last or how much it has to
hurt before it triggers a successful peace process. When the IGAD led
mediation process started, even if the conflict and the brutal violence targeted
the civilians, the warring parties had not reached a hurting stalemate situation,
nor did they express a desire to do anything but rather were on a hot stage to
get triumph over one another through violence.
Current efforts and prospects for peace building
Despite multiple ceasefires and peace agreements signed since the conflict
began in 2013, the agreements have collapsed and the security situation is
still elusive in South Sudan. The latest peace agreement was signed in 2018
and it has inspired hope for a lasting peace treaty. Although there is a slow
ongoing process of the peace agreement, many argue that a focus on highlevel political deals will not deliver a long-term solution. With thousands killed
and millions displaced by increasingly fragmented conflict across multiple
regions, the national level peace process should consider local drivers of
insecurity: from decades-old grievances to
Photo: South Sudan. OCHA / Charlotte
day-to-day economic challenges. CommunityCans. CC by ND 2.0. alakal: South
based peace work is vital to building lasting
Sudan. Protection of Civilians site of
peace and can also contribute to national
Malakal silent protest, demanding
accountability for international
efforts. 8

community’s shortcomings in
safeguarding their lives. They expressed
hope for a peace agreement and
reconciliation among the country’s
ethnicities.

1

http://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/newest-countries/
BBC news South Sudan profile – Timeline posted on 2018
3
https://www.unhcr.ca/news/south-sudan-civil-war/
4
https://www.cfr.org/interactive/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/civil-war-south-sudan
5
Bercovitch, J. (1984) Social conflicts and third parties: strategies of conflict
resolution. Epping: Boulder. Book: Westview.
6
Favretto, K. (2009) Should Peacemakers Take Sides? Major Power, Mediation,
Coercion, and Bias. American Political Science Review 103 (2), 248-263.
7
Zartman, I. W. (2015) Mediation: Ripeness and its Challenges in the Middle East. International Negotiation 20 (3), 479-493.
8
https://www.chathamhouse.org/event/peacebuilding-south-sudan-linking-local-and-national-approaches
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Project-in-Progress: Peace Maps of Edinburgh and Scotland
By Elena (Lane) Deamant
For many of us, the pandemic has made us pause in our daily lives and pay
closer attention to what uplifts us, strengthens us, and inspires us. Community
spaces - both virtual and physical - are even more important in the midst of
such a challenging time. In recognition of this, the Peace & Justice Centre is
currently working on a project to make two peace maps, one of Edinburgh and
one Scotland-wide, that will
document and celebrate many of
the meaningful places that
promote the effort for fellowship,
an end to war, and social justice.
The virtual maps will feature
satellite imagery with locations
demarcated by colorcoordinated pins. Each pin will
include a description of the site’s
history and significance, as well
as accessibility information.

Kyoto Frienship Garden by MJ Richardson. Source: Geograph, licensed for
reuse under CC BY-SA 2.0

These maps are inspired by an open-sourced peace map of Edinburgh made
in 2017 by a community initiative called Weave, which has since stopped
updating its webpage. We hope that viewers of the new maps will learn about
the rich history of peacebuilding in Scotland and appreciate the extent to which
these values are ingrained in our community physically and psychically.
The abbreviated descriptions that follow are intended to give you an idea of
what the pinned locations on the maps might read (and feel free to check them
out if you’re looking for interesting places to visit while we’re all staying close
to home.)
Samples from the Edinburgh Peace Map
The Leith Mural (21 N Jct St, Edinburgh EH6 6HW): Painted on the gable end
of a building in 1986, this mural depicts various aspects of daily life in Leith
throughout time, such as shipbuilding, children playing, and merchant trade.
13
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Inspiration comes from oral history and stories told by local members of the
community. Accessibility: The mural is visible from the wheelchair-accessible
sidewalk.
Edinburgh University Labyrinth
Labyrinths are an ancient pattern used
across different cultures and traditions to
enhance spirituality and consciousness.
Walking along the winding labyrinth path
is a calming, centering experience, and
can help a person to quiet or focus their
thoughts. This stone-laden labyrinth is
set in a corner of George Square
Edinburgh University Labyrinth by Di Williams. Source:
Gardens and is open to the public.
Wikimedia Commons, licensed for reuse under CC BY-SA 3.0
Accessibility: The path is not wide
enough to accommodate a wheelchair but there are benches next to the
labyrinth.
Political Martyrs’ Monument (Old Calton Cemetery): This 90-foot obelisk
was built in 1844 to honor five men who were imprisoned in 1793 on charges
of sedition after they campaigned for radical parliamentary reform (universal
suffrage and annual parliaments). Thomas Muir, one of the men sentenced, is
quoted in an inscription on the monument as saying, “I have devoted myself to
the cause of The People. It is a good cause - it shall ultimately prevail - it shall
finally triumph.” Accessibility: Only accessible by a staircase.
Kyoto Friendship Garden This beautiful and quiet garden, situated on the
ground of Lauriston Castle along the Firth of Forth, was created to celebrate
the official twinning between Edinburgh and Kyoto in 1994. The twinning of two
cities is a meaningful act of international unity and signals a mutual
commitment to cooperation that strengthens all involved. Accessibility: There
is level, paved access to the garden.
Samples of locations from the Scotland-wide Peace Map:
Peace Pole Henge (at Allanton Peace Sanctuary, Dumfries) This unique
installation is made up of 204 Peace Poles arranged in two large circles, with
each pole representing a different country around the world and bearing the
message “May Peace Prevail on Earth” in English and in the language(s) of
that country. The circle formation is intended as a spiritual connection to the
14
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ancient stones and henges in the Dumfries/Galloway area. Accessibility: Only
accessible by unpaved dirt/grass trails.
International Peace Cairn, Ben Nevis, above Fort William This stone cairn
is found at the summit of the mountain Ben Nevis and is recognized as the
highest war-related memorial in Britain. The cairn was built in the aftermath of
the Second World War, and bears inscriptions from the United Nations and
various activists who call for peace among all people. As the final sentence on
one of the cairn’s plaques reads: “Blessed are the peacemakers.”
We are inviting readers of P&J News to contribute locations to the Edinburgh
or Scotland-wide maps - send suggestions to contact[at]peaceandjustice.org.uk
to join us in building a community resource that links us through time and
space. Where are your favorite places that inspire you on your path to peace?
Some examples of locations you could suggest: peace gardens, monuments,
buildings, sculptures, and historic sites of activism. Indoor locations, such as
art or cultural centres, are also very welcome submissions for the map. As
such, we do recognize that Covid-related guidelines and restrictions can
change rapidly and thus users of the map will be advised to get the most upto-date information directly from the institution in question before visiting. In
your email please specify whether you would like the suggestion to be
anonymous. No personal information other than first name would be included
on the map (e.g. “Suggested by Mary”).
With your contributions included, the finalized maps will be available on the
Peace and Justice Centre website in October. We look forward to hearing from
you!

Peace Cairn on
Ben Nevis by
Mick Knapton.

Source: Wikimedia Commons,
licensed for reuse under CC
BY-SA 3.0.
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News from the Movements
“We Want To Live”: XR September Rebellion
As the summer parliamentary recess came to a close and MPs headed back
to the House of Commons on September 1st, Extinction Rebellion were ready
with a fresh week-long rebellion. Aiming to reinvigorate political discussions
around climate change, the focal point of these actions was the proposed
Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill (CEE). https://tinyurl.com/y6oru269
The CEE bill aims to ensure that the UK is playing a fair and active role in
limiting global temperature rise to 1.5°C, and proposes the creation of a
Citizens’ Assembly to help the government decide its potential strategies.
The first day of the rebellion kicked off
with protests and marches across the
UK. In London, thousands of XR rebels
marched from four different starting
points to unite at Parliament Square
where the CEE bill was presented to MP
Alex Sobel. In Cardiff, four rebels climbed
the Office of the Secretary of State of
Wales to hang a banner calling on the
government to pass the CEE bill and
occupied the roof for 11 hours.

Extinction Rebellion banner by Alexander Savin. Source: Flickr,
licensed for reuse under CC BY 2.0.

Rebels blockaded Murdoch-owned printing works in Broxbourne, Liverpool
and Motherwell in protest of the corporate media’s coverage of the climate
crisis. The blockade held from 10pm to 11am, preventing News Corp titles The
Sun, The Times and The Daily Mail reaching shelves on Saturday morning.
Actions continued through the week, and their range is a testament to the
explosive reach of Extinction Rebellion. From XR Doctors, XR Scientists and
XR Writers to Animal Rebellion, XR Fashion Action and HS2 Rebellion,
actions drew attention to a huge range of issues all connected to the climate
crisis. An uptick of over 1000 people joining Digital Rebellion activities online,
too, shows not only people’s concern for the cause but how online actions can
also be an extremely useful way to facilitate change - particularly in light of
COVID-19.
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Afghanistan: hidden voices from a forgotten war
A new publication by Voices for Creative Non-Violence UK
Stories and testimonies collected from VCNV
visits to Afghanistan, giving a voice to women
and young people, the very voices recent
peace negotiations have excluded. Includes
essays on women, mining, deportation, the
peace process, and more. Contact:
vcnvuk[at]gmail.com £5 plus P&P (payment
details below). ISBN: 078-1-9161961-0-0
vcnv.org.uk/
Bamiyan Solar Pots Project Voices for Creative Non-Violence UK are
supporting the Youth Solidarity Bamiyan Team to help impoverished citizens in
Bamiyan who are suffering due to coronavirus related restrictions. No longer
allowed to collect wood from the mountains for fuel, and with no income to buy
wood due to the pandemic, citizens in Bamiyan have resorted to burning
plastic for fuel. Due to the significant health and environmental implications of
this, Voices for Creative Non-Violence UK are supporting a project to provide
solar pots for people affected. Solar pots provide a safe means of cooking
whilst simultaneously reducing pollution; an excellent solution to support those
in need of a safer alternative.
Donations to the solar pot project or payment for Afghanistan: Hidden Voices:
The Co-operative Bank, Voices for Creative Non-Violence UK, Account:
65583025, Sort Code: 089299.
Think Globally, Act Locally Edinburgh Refugee Sponsorship Circle is a small
new charity formed by a group of friends who live in Edinburgh, who are
organising safe pathways for families fleeing conflict zones and welcoming
them into our community. The Community Sponsorship scheme was set up by
the UK government in 2016, in response to the refugee crisis. The scheme
allows community groups to resettle a refugee family in their local area.
Crucially it gives families fleeing persecution and war a safe and legal route to
the UK. They need to raise £9000 to resettle a refugee family. Find out more
about this great local project at: https://www.refugeesponsorshipcircle.org/ or
donate at: https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/edsponsorrefugees
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Nuclear Resister coordinators, Reaching Critical Will director, Russian
journalist and lawyer, and U.S. Congresswoman are 2020 Nuclear Free
Future Award recipients
Award recognizes courage, resistance, commitment to nuclear-free world
The Nuclear Free Future Foundation’s Nuclear Free Future Award is
presented to honour the largely unsung heroes of the worldwide anti-nuclear
movement for the work they do to end both military and civilian use of nuclear
energy. The 2020 recipients are: American coordinators of the Nuclear
Resister, Felice and Jack Cohen-Joppa, in the Education category; Canadian
peace activist and feminist Ray Acheson in the Solution category, and
journalist Fedor Maryasov and attorney Andrey Talevin from Russia in the
Resistance category. Each of the three awards includes a prize of $5,000. The
Foundation also presented an honorary
Special Recognition to Native American
activist and U.S. Representative Deb
Haaland (Democrat, New Mexico).
Jack and Felice Cohen-Joppa received the
award for their “decades-long work
supporting anti-nuclear resisters in prison
and keeping their messages alive on the
outside.” Since 1980 the editors of The
Nuclear Resister newsletter have provided
comprehensive reporting on thousands of
arrests and imprisonment of anti-nuclear
Felice and Jack Cohen-Joppa
activists. In 1990 they expanded their
work to include reporting on anti-war resisters. The Nuclear Resister has
chronicled more than 100,000 anti-nuclear and anti-war arrests around the
world.
Ray Acheson is director of Reaching Critical Will, the disarmament program of
the oldest women's peace organization in the world, the Women's International
League for Peace and Freedom. A focus of her activities and research is on
the war economy and the patriarchal and racist structures of war and armed
violence. Acheson has been working on the intergovernmental disarmament
process since 2005 and was an instrumental voice for feminism in the
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campaign to secure the U.N.
Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons, now nearing
the 50 ratifications needed to see
it become international law.
Fedor Maryasov has published
more than one hundred
investigative articles on
accidents, leaks, and waste
scandals within the Russian
Ray Acheson by Tim Wright. Source: Flickr, licensed for reuse
under CC BY 2.0.
nuclear sector. He made public
the secret plans of the state-owned nuclear company Rosatom to build an
underground repository for nuclear waste in Zheleznogorsk, a closed nuclear
city in Siberia.
Andrey Talevin has represented Russian NGOs in court on several occasions.
In 2002, on his initiative, the Russian Supreme Court revoked the import
permit for 370 tons of nuclear waste from the Pak nuclear power plant in
Hungary. Talevin has organized and participated in nonviolent actions against
the import and reprocessing of spent nuclear fuel at the Mayak reprocessing
facility and was arrested several times for these actions.
Deb Haaland, a Native American from Acoma Pueblo, was elected to the U.S.
House of Representatives in 2018. She is helping to lead efforts in Congress
to get the Radiation Exposure Compensation Act (RECA) expanded to include
uranium miners who were working after 1971, as well as the Trinity
Downwinders, exposed during the world’s first nuclear test on July 16, 1945
near Alamogordo, New Mexico.
Greenpeace Germany, IPPNW Germany and Beyond Nuclear USA are
supporting partners of the 2020 Nuclear Free Future Award.
The Business Plan for Peace
The Business Plan for Peace aims to encourage a long-term shift towards
sustainable peacemaking and reducing violent conflict by providing learning
opportunities and catalysing changes in policy and practice.
Find out more here: https://thebusinessplanforpeace.org/
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Afghan Government and Taliban Begin
Historic Peace Talks On 12th September, the
Afghan government and the Taliban met in an
attempt to end 19 years of conflict. The talks
aim to agree upon a framework for a post-war
Afghanistan after the complete removal of U.S.
troops in 2021.The negotiations are likely to be
complex, particularly in reconciling differing
approaches to issues such as democracy and
women’s rights. For voices of women and
young people in Afghanistan, see VCNV UK’s
book of essays Afghanistan: hidden voices from

a forgotten war. http://vcnv.org.uk/2019/10/afghanistan-hidden-voices-from-a-forgotten-war/
UN warns of new wave of famine in conflict affected countries
David Beasley, Executive Director of the UN World Food Programme, raised
concerns at a recent Security Council meeting about ongoing food shortages
in conflict-affected countries; an issue that is now being further compounded
by the COVID-19 pandemic. The World Food Programme has expanded its
activities in an attempt to reach 138 million people this year; food insecurity
has rapidly increased in countries such as the Democratic Republic of the
Congo and Yemen and shows no signs of slowing. A significant increase in
resources is necessary to mitigate the situation before it becomes even
worse. Find out more: https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/09/1072712
Moria Camp fires: Sign the petition calling
on European leaders to:
Evacuate all people who had to flee Moria
camp due to fires.
Abandon any future approach to migration that
would again trap people in inhumane
Photo: Fotomovomiento. 2018. Lesbos.
conditions in camps on islands, awaiting a
Chios. Pedro Mata. Flickr. CC-By-NC-ND-2.0.
decision on their asylum claim.
Implement migration policies that ensure protection, as opposed to exclusion.
Sign the Petition at: https://www.change.org/p/european-commission-firemoria-camp-call-for-urgent-evacuation-and-radical-change
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Email your MP: arms sales to Yemen war must stop
The UK government is once again allowing the sale of weapons for use
in the bombing of Yemen. Right now, Saudi forces are flying UK-made
fighter jets to fire UK-made missiles and drop UK-made bombs. Attacks by the
Saudi-led coalition have destroyed
schools and hospitals, food supplies,
weddings and funerals. The
government has justified providing
arms by claiming that war crimes
committed in the attacks on Yemen
are only "isolated incidents”. Yet a
new UN report highlights the
"documented patterns of serious
Anti-arms trade campaigners by Campaign Against
violations of International
Arms Trade. Source: Flickr, licensed for reuse under
CC BY-SA 2.0.
Humanitarian Law”. It says that the
continued supply of weapons "is only
perpetuating the conflict and prolonging the suffering of the Yemeni people.”
Please act now to make sure your MP is aware of this report and urge the
government to stop all arms sales and military support for the coalition.
https://www.caat.org.uk/get-involved/act-now/lobby/un-yemen-report
Take Action on the right to Conscientious Objection: Brayan Estiven
González Blanco
Brayan Estiven González Blanco in Colombia has been
arbitrarily recruited into military service against his will.
Brayan was denied the right to due process to provide
documentation accrediting his status as a student and
conscientious objector, and has since been subject to
intimidation and significant psychological pressure. What
can you do to help?
Contact the Recruitment Directorate and the Recruitment and Reserve Control
Command to request Brayan’s freedom and Send the support letter to the
Colombian embassy in the UK. Find a template letter and instructions at:
https://wri-irg.org/ https://wri-irg.org/en/programmes/rrtk/co-actionalert/2020/colombia-brayan-gonzalez-conscientious-objector-continues
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Email your MP: Support the CEE Bill.
Currently 56 MPs have backed the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill the support of many more is needed to reach a majority and enshrine it in law.
Write to or lobby your MP using these resources https://tinyurl.com/y3sgfnjx to
try and help mobilise support for the bill. https://www.ceebill.uk/resources

Unsung Heroes: Hazel M. Johnson
By Annie Milburn
Hazel M. Johnson was born in New Orleans and moved to the South Side of
Chicago in the 1950s. Her home, Altgeld Gardens, was one of the first public
housing developments to be built in the United States, with the original
purpose of housing Black veterans and their families after World War II. Built in
an industrial area, the development was surrounded by landfills and poorly
regulated industrial sites that were highly polluting.
After learning that the Southeast of
Chicago had the highest rates of cancer
in the city, Hazel began investigating the
health effects of industrial pollution in
the area. She began educating herself
about environmental pollution and
documenting health issues in her
community; deaths from cancer and
Altgeld Gardens housing development by Zol87. Source:
incidences of skin and respiratory
Wikimedia Commons, licensed for reuse under CC BY-SA
2.0.
conditions were frequent. She found that
there was significant pollution of the air, water and soil in Altgeld Gardens and
the surrounding areas, and that these communities had been exposed to
dangerous levels of toxic and carcinogenic chemicals that were likely fuelling
resident’s ill health.
The Altgeld Gardens housing development itself was poorly maintained and
Hazel founded People for Community Recovery (PCR) in 1979, an
organisation initially set up as a means for residents to advocate for the
Chicago Housing Authority to provide repairs and better maintenance of their
homes. However, following her findings about pollution in the area, the
mandate of the organisation quickly evolved to focus more specifically on
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environmental justice issues within the local community. PCR essentially
served as the first established environmental justice organisation in the United
States and helped catalyse a shift where the environmental movement began
to better acknowledge the human cost of climate change and environmental
degradation.
As well as her community activism aimed at educating local populations about
the health hazards of environmental pollution, Hazel also worked to hold
companies and the government to account. Her work was instrumental in
pressuring President Clinton
to sign Executive Order 12898
- Federal Actions to Address
Environmental Justice in
Minority Populations and Low
Income Populations, adding
some legislative legitimacy to
the environmental justice
movement.
Photo: Becker1999: climate2: People’s Climate March, April
Hazel’s legacy is a reminder of the
2017, Washington, DC. licensed for reuse under CC BY-SA 2.0.
key work of marginalised
communities in justice struggles. In particular, her work serves to highlight the
importance of intersectionality in the environmental movement; alongside its
focus on environmental pollution, PCR continues to advocate for housing
rights, reminding us that class, race, and environmental degradation are all
pieces of the same larger puzzle. It is more important than ever following the
resurgence of Black Lives Matter protests over the summer that we continue to
uplift Black voices and acknowledge the crucial influence that Black activists
have had in shaping the environmental movement.

Breaking News: TPNW 46th Ratification;
P&J Plan Disarmament Symposium
Kuala Lumpur, 30 September 2020. Malaysia has become the 46th nation to ratify
the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. Just four more ratifications are now
needed to bring the treaty into force.
The P&J are planning a Symposium on the Illegality of Nuclear Weapons to take place
in January 2021, to highlight the TPNW.
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