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Editorôs Introduction 

This month, Peace and Justice News 

focuses on various food and agricultural 

initiatives that contribute to a sense of 

ócommunityô within and across Scottish 

communities. There are many such 

initiatives in Scotland but, unfortunately, 

we only have space to highlight a few of 

them! Due to the local focus for this 

edition, we invited writers from a range of 

backgrounds and organisations to 

contribute articles which highlight their 

varying fields of work and expertise. 
 

Lusi Alderslowe, Forest School Leader, 

Permaculture Designer, Educator and 

Coordinator, has contributed an 

informative article on Permaculture 

networks across Scotland. She explains the 

basic concept of ópermaculture,ô and offers 

advice on where people can take courses 

locally, in order to develop their own skills 

in this area. 
 

Charlie Hanks is coordinator of The Real 

Junk Food Project in Edinburgh. 

Beginning with highlighting our broken 

system of food waste and poverty, Charlie 

goes on to describe this initiative with the 

motto óLetôs feed bellies, not bins,ô and the 

importance of food communities which are 

capable of moving food around until itôs 

gone. 
 

In the first of a two-part series, Irina 

Erdmann highlights plastic waste in 

Germany, interviewing Björn Zacharias 

who is one of the founders of the 

óGlaskiste-nat¿rlich unverpackt,ô a 

packaging-free shop in Germany. Next 

issue Irina will contribute a follow-up 

interview from the New Leaf Co-op here 

in Scotland. 

 

 

 

Kristee Boyd profiles the Bridgend 

Farmhouse, a community- run project 

which grows food, runs a wide range of 

workshops and events and actively 

cultivates a sense of community while 

participants work towards common goals. 

 

In Unsung Heroes, Kate Neven, writes 

about the Unsung Heroes of Yemen: 

Youth, women and community groups. 

 

And in News from around the Movements, 

Brian Larkin discusses the issues faced by 

Water Protectors as Dakota Access 

Pipeline protests head into winter. 

The Editors 
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Our survival and liberation depend upon our recognition of the truth when it is spoken and 

lived by the people. If we cannot recognise the truth, then it cannot liberate us from untruth. 

James Cone 
 

After an unprecedented US Presidential election campaign in which candidate Donald 

Trump refused to distance himself from Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke now President-

elect Trump is sending out mixed signals on race. Appointing Steve Bannon top adviser 

Trump denied Bannon was a racist despite his record at Breitbart News. Yet Trump has 

publicly disavowed himself from the ñalt-rightò, that is, a group that recently óheiledô him 

while giving him the Nazi salute. The groupôs leader told the New York Times that the 

movement has ña psychic connectionò with Donald Trump. Meanwhile Trumpôs chosen 

Cabinet picks are causing excitement amongst other white supremacists, with David Duke 

tweeting, ñBannon, Flynn, Sessions ï Great!  Senate must demand that Sessions as AG stop 

the massive institutional racism against whites!ò Katherine Frankie claimed Trump is 

ñMaking White Supremacy Respectable. Again.ò Yet one of Trumpôs Cabinet choices, Nikki 

Haley as Governor of South Carolina, called for the Confederate flag, the ultimate symbol of 

white supremacy, to no longer be flown above the State Capitol. 
 

This trend towards right-wing nationalism is not limited to America. Australia has an 

appalling record in its treatment of asylum seekers and the popularity of the One Nation 

party continues to increase. The divisiveness of the Brexit campaign ignited a 41% rise in 

recorded hate crimes, based on race, sexual orientation, religion and disabilities. 
 

However, at a recent Faith Audit Police Officers faith leaders and MSPs highlighted the 

cohesiveness of Scottish community and the fact that there was no increase in hate crime 

here. I felt proud to be part of this community - and wondered: Why arenôt the people of 

Scotland buying it? Is it because of the fact that Scotland is more highly educated than the 

rest of the UK? Is it because Scottish leaders tend to advocate for the benefits of 

immigration? Or is it because, as Open Democracy observes, Scotland has managed to 

flourish, despite the óRussian dollô set-up it finds itself in, existing in an over-lapping set of 

systems within Britain and Europe. In contrast, England tends to view óEnglishnessô and 

óBritishnessô as synonymous, therefore, the European Union is an imposition to the more 

monolithic perception of Great Britain. The Faith Audit was clear that Scotlandôs sense of 

common values of unity and empathy for oneôs neighbours have protected it from the rise in 

hate crimes affecting other countries. At least some of this has to be credited to Scotlandôs 

leadership. 
 

It is important that Trump lead - away from 

hate - and clearly distance himself from the 

alt-right, white supremacist movement. Only 

then can the American people be liberated 

from the inherent untruths in nationalistic, 

anti-immigrant rhetoric and policies that are 

dangerous for all of us. In this context, 

recognising the truth is indeed the key to our survival as a human race.  

Editorial: 

KKK President David Duke endorses Trump  


