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Editorôs Introduction 

In this issue we look at personal 

freedom: the choice not to take part in 

wars, the choice to move across borders 

and the choices for a good life under 

global capitalism. 
 

The editorial asks us to consider those 

leaving for Europe from Africa as 

ñrefugees, fleeing war and persecution, 

instead of migrantsò. Our solutions must 

involve saving lives rather than the 

military protection of borders. 
 

Tom Younger, who spent some time 

working in South America, surveys the 

life and writings of Uruguayan activist 

and writer Eduardo Galeano who died 

recently.  His writings address the issues 

of uncontrolled global capitalism which 

cares little for the environment or the 

welfare of working people. His ideas 

have served as a model for social justice 

movements throughout the world. 
 

Douglas Shaw describes the activist and 

pacifist sides of Bertrand Russell, a man 

whose determined stand against WW1 

cost him his job as a lecturer at 

Cambridge University and a future at 

Harvard University.  Both Russell and 

Galeano were well rounded individuals 

with creative sides that complemented 

their activism and let them speak to a 

wider audience.  
 

Margaret Harrison, one of the founders 

of Faslane Peace Camp and a lifelong 

peace campaigner died recently too. In 

our Unsung Heroes column Jane 

Tallents shares some personal memories 

of her life.  

 

 

In Movement News we report on the 

Barins Not Bombs demo & blockade, 

the Indian village that plants trees for 

infant girls, a Columbian community 

creating humanitarian space and more.   
 

On 15 May we have our Conscientious 

Objectors Vigil at The Mound at 5pm, 

and on 3 June Toby Kelly and Lesley 

Orr will be speaking on Conscience & 

Conscientious Objection.  

                                      Douglas Shaw
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Last year Italyôs Mare Nostrum operation in the Mediterranean saved 100,000 lives. 

But UK Home Secretary Theresa May argued that the programme encouraged 

ñmigrantsò to make the perilous journey in overcrowded unseaworthy vessels and EU 

funding for the programme was cut... The dramatic increase in people risking their 

lives this spring however proves her wrong. People make the voyage because they are 

desperate, not to get to Europe but to get away from the situation they are in.  
 

By withdrawing support for Mare Nostrum the EU was responsible for the sharp 

increase in deaths at sea. Following the death of 900 refugees in April the EU had to 

be seen to act. So it tripled funding to the European border agency Frontex, decided 

for the first time to take military measures to destroy boats that people traffickers 

might use, and created a new ñrapid-return programmeò whereby all but 5,000 of an 

anticipated 200,000 ñirregular migrantsò who survive the journey will be sent back.  
 

Shoring up Frontex was reported as a ñsearch and rescueò 

plan; but the Frontex mission remains protecting European 

borders. It will continue to patrol the coastal waters off 

Italy and Malta while boats laden with refugees frequently 

get into trouble further out at sea. Indeed the Head of 

Frontex insisted its mission could not include search and 

rescue under maritime law.  

 

Thus there remains a huge gap where more refugees are bound to lose their lives in 

international waters. And it is unclear how the destruction of traffickersô vessels can be 

achieved. For a start that may require a U.N. mandate in the absence of a viable 

Libyan government.  Medecins Sans Frontieres said "Focusing on keeping people out 

by cutting their only existing routes is only going to push people fleeing for their lives 

to find other routes, potentially even more dangerous." 

 

Europe must urgently establish an operation, along the lines of Mare Nostrum, with a 

clear mandate to save lives as the first priority. High Commissioner Guterres wrote 

ñWe have an unambiguous legal obligation to protectò those fleeing conflict and 

persecution. Europe has a clear moral obligation to prevent the inevitable recurrence of 

these disasters. People fleeing conflict and persecution must be offered a chance to 

request asylum from where they are. And safe legal routes must be opened for their 

passage. Ultimately what is needed is long-term solutions, alleviating poverty and 

resolving conflict in the Middle East and Africa. But this will not be accomplished as 

long as UN Security Council member states, especially Russia, the US and the UK 

continue to provide weapons to repressive regimes and arm rebel groups.                                                                                  

Brian Larkin 

Editorial: Safe Passage for Refugees Fleeing Wars & Persecution 
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Conscientious Objectors Day Vigil 

15 May 5 ï 6:30pm.  

We will gather on the Mound to honour 

Conscientious Objectors wars, past and 

present, especially those of the First World 

War. We will read the names and hear stories 

of Conscientious Objectors. Bring your 

reflections, songs, poems or photos. Protest in 

Harmony will be singing. Organised by 

Edinburgh Peace and Justice Centre.  
 

Photo Credit: Nelisa Alcalde 

 

 
  

Peace and Justice Centre Plays Major Role in Organising Bairns Not Bombs 

Demo & Blockade  
The Peace and Justice Centre played a key role in organising the Bairns Not Bombs 

Demo and Blockade in April. P&J Coordinator Brian Larkin acted as Facilitator of the 

Steering Group, which oversaw the strategy for the campaign as well as taking part in 

the demo, blockade and media working groups. The Demo saw the participation of 

First Minister Nicola Sturgeon in the midst of a general election campaign in which 

the question of Trident replacement has at last become a central issue. And the 

Blockade shut down the nuclear weapons base for a day and was covered in every UK 

newspaper and widely in international press, while reaching 350,000 people through 

social media. A full account of the demo and Blockade is in News from Around the 

Movements.  

 

Conscientious Objectors Memorial Campaign 
Our petition to the City of Edinburgh Council for a Conscientious objectors memorial 

in Edinburghôs Princes St Gardens gained sufficient signatures within ten days to 

warrant consideration by the Petitions Committee. Thanks to all who signed.  

 

But we want to show the breadth of support for recognition of those who have refused 

to kill. The petition remains open for signatures until 4 June.  

If you have not yet signed please do so by going to the City of Edinburgh Council 

website http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/  and Search for ñconscientious objectors 

memorial petitionò. And please circulate this request around your networks!  

 

 

 

 

Centre News 

 

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/


Peace and Justice News   November  2014 
 

6   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conscience and Conscientious 

Objection 

Prof Toby Kelly (Head of 

Anthropology, Edinburgh 

University). 

Dr Lesley Orr (New College, 

Edinburgh University).  

St John's Church Hall. Lothian Rd. 

Edinburgh, 7ï9:00pm. 3 June.  

Toby Kelly is currently investigating 

the role of conscience in modern 

liberal politics and the spaces that are 

available for non-violence in the 

midst of war. Lesley Orr, a member 

of the Iona Community, has recently 

joined the faculty of the School of 

Divinity at New College, University 

of Edinburgh. This discussion will 

move from consideration of the 

history of conscientious objection in 

the First World War to examine 

broader issues surrounding the refusal 

to participate in wars up to the present 

day. The talk will follow after our 

short AGM.  
 

 

The Peace and Justice Centre would 

like to thank all those who gave 

donations to the Centre in memory of 

Geoffrey Carnall. Nearly £2000 was 

raised. 

Ceilidh Tickets £10 / £7 from One World 

Shop or the Peace and Justice Centre or 

from peaceceilidh.bpt.me  

Unsung Heroes 

Celebrating Conscientious 

Objectors & Opponents of Wars 

20 June. 7:30pm ï 11pm. Tickets 

£10 / £6.50   from the Peace and 

Justice Centre or from 

www.unsungheroes/bpt.me  

A fundraiser for a memorial to 

conscientious objectors and all war 

resisters past, present and future. With 

Margaret Bennett, Christine Kydd, 

Norman Lamont & Fiona Thom, 

Scott Murray, Lisa Rigby, Penny 

Stone &  the Protest In Harmony 

Choir.  
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Eduardo Galeano, the Uruguayan writer and journalist, and latterly ópoet laureateô of 

the anti-globalisation movement, passed away on 13 April aged 74, leaving us with a 

dazzling body of work which refracts the beauties and possibilities of what he loved to 

call óthe human rainbowô. Galeanoôs inimitable style blended history, poetry and social 

critique, and has served as both an inspiration and a tool in struggles for justice and 

peace, both within and far beyond the shores 

of his native Latin America.  

 

Galeanoôs early classic, óOpen Veins of Latin 

America: Five Centuries of the Pillage of a 

Continent (1971)ô, underscored the central 

role of the colonisation and exploitation of 

Americaôs peoples and resources in the 

emergence of global capitalism and Euro-

American hegemony. Written at a moment 

when military dictatorships were seizing 

power across the Southern Cone and 

spreading the viruses of torture, 

disappearances and censorship, óOpen Veinsô 

recounted how the continuous extraction of 

slavesô labour-power, gold, silver, sugar, 

guano and other commodities since the days 

of the conquest had enriched Europeôs centres of power, while impoverishing and 

marginalising American peoples. The book was soon banned by the military 

governments of Uruguay, Chile and Argentina, and Galeano, like so many others, was 

forced into exile in 1973. He resided first in Argentina, until that country too was 

subverted by a military coup, after which he escaped to Spain in order to evade the 

death squads. 

 

It was in Spain that Galeano embarked upon writing óMemory of Fireô (1982ï86), a 

trilogy that sought to recover the voices which were usually suppressed in 

conventional histories of Latin America: the indigenous peoples, the escaped slaves, 

the rebellious women and children, the outcasts; those who dared to dream and to 

create a different world. Galeano saw social struggles as rooted in the struggle against 

amnesia, as he told Democracy Now in 2009: 

 

ñWe have a memory cut in pieces. And I write trying to recover our real memory, 

the memory of humankind, what I call the human rainbow, which is much more 

colourful and beautiful than the other one, the other rainbow. But the human 

rainbow had been mutilated by machismo, racism, militarism and a lot of other 

The Human Rainbow of Eduardo Galeano 
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isms, who have been terribly killing our greatness, our possible greatness, our 

possible beauty.ò 

Galeano displayed an immense talent for describing the many ways in which our 

world has been mutilated with sharp lucidity and humour. Nowhere is this clearer than 

in his work, óUpside-Down: A Primer for the Looking-Glass Worldô (2001), presented 

as a mock-guide to the modern world, covering topics like óThe Impunity of Powerô 

and óThe Sacred Carô. I can vividly recall reading óUpside-Downô when I was living in 

the Amazonian city of Iquitos; Galeanoôs words were lively, clear-eyed companions in 

a period of trying to make sense of the searing 

inequalities and often harsh conditions of urban 

life in a Southern country at the beginning of the 

21
st
 century, and the profound ecological 

degradation caused by an insatiable capitalism. 

This latter point is important, as Galeano long 

stood out on the Latin American Left for his 

ecological perspective, presaging contemporary 

debates and struggles around the extractive 

industries and climate justice.  

We can all learn much from Galeanoôs histories of 

human possibilities, and especially from his 

unflinching, radical analyses of the root causes of 

poverty and war, amongst other distortions. Galeano often liked to quote Simón 

Rodriguez, the 18
th
-century mentor to Venezuelan revolutionary and liberator, Simón 

Bolivar, that to really teach, is to teach to question. As we question what it will take to 

create a more just Scotland and to dismantle the structures of violence which sustain 

inequalities and oppression, Galeanoôs writings continue to provide a lens through 

which to view our upside-down world. I close with a short passage from the last work 

Galeano published before he lost his life to cancer, óChildren of the Days: A Calendar 

of Human Historyô (2013); for those of us striving to ensure that Trident is scrapped, it 

contains an echo of the flimsy justifications of our critics: 

 

FAREWELL TO ARMS  
Costa Ricaôs president Don Pepe Figueres once said: ñHere, the only 

thing wrong is everything.ò 

And in the year 1948 he disbanded the armed forces. 

Many were those who decried it as the end of the world, or at least the 

end of Costa Rica. 

But the world kept on turning, and Costa Rica was kept safe from 

wars and coups dô®tat. 

Eduardo Galeano, presente! (1940ï2015) 
 

Tom Younger 
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No Conscription Fellowship Board 1916. Bertrand Russell is 

back row at right. : Photo Credit: Wikimedia 

 

 

As well as being a public philosopher, Bertrand Russell was a lifelong peace activist. 

His commitment to the politics of peace and philosophy were both part of his total 

vision of life. In spite of his aristocratic background and his privileged origins, he 

remained a political activist for most of his life; his philosophy had the liberation of 

the human mind and the establishment of human dignity as its aim:  ñWhen the war 

came I felt as if I heard the voice of God. I knew it was my business to protest.ò 

 

Russell worked tirelessly for the No 

Conscription Fellowship. According 

to Adam Rothschild his intervention 

with Lloyd George on behalf of a 

group of conscientious objectors, who 

had been sent to France and court 

martialled facing execution, 

reportedly resulted in their sentence 

being commuted to 10 years hard 

labour. But his opposition to the First 

World War came with a cost. In 1916 he was fined £100 and dismissed from Trinity 

College as a result of anti-war writings, denied a passport and so unable to lecture at 

Harvard. He was prosecuted under the ñDefence of the Realm Actò: ñNo person shall 

by word of mouth or in writing spread reports likely to cause disaffection or alarm 

among any of His Majesty's forces or among the civilian population."[1]  Later in 1918 

he was imprisoned for five months as a result of anti-war writings. 

 

When the Second World War arrived, Russell opposed rearmament against Nazi 

Germany, but in 1940 changed his view that avoiding a full-scale world war was more 

important than defeating Hitler. He concluded that Adolf Hitler taking over all of 

Europe would be a permanent threat to democracy. In 1943, he adopted a stance 

toward large-scale warfare, óRelative Political Pacifismô: ñWar was always a great 

evil, but in some particularly extreme circumstances, it may be the lesser of two evilsò. 

A view which many pragmatist supporters of war hold today. 

 

Later Bertrand Russell challenged the methods of the fledgling CND, with the 

founding of the Committee of 100, which started non-violent direct action as a means 

of protest, which was unpopular with some of the CND leadership. In February 1961, 

4,000 protesters sat down outside the Ministry of Defence in Whitehall. In September, 

1,300 were arrested in Trafalgar Square and 350 at Holy Loch in Scotland where the 

US Polaris nuclear missile were based. 

 

Passion for Peace: The Life of Bertrand Russell 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Defence_of_the_Realm_Act_1914#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazi_Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazi_Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_war
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hitler
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The authorities began to arrest and imprison the organisers. In September 1961, at the 

age of 89, Russell was jailed for seven days in Brixton Prison after taking part in an 

anti-nuclear demonstration in London, for óbreach of peaceô. The magistrate offered to 

exempt him from jail if he pledged himself to "good behaviour", to which Russell 

replied: "No, I won't.ò   In 1962 Russell played a public role in the Cuban Missile 

Crisis, in an exchange of telegrams with Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev, Khrushchev 

assured him that the Soviet government would not be reckless. Russell sent this 

telegram to President Kennedy: 

 

YOUR ACTION DESPERATE. THREAT TO HUMAN SURVIVAL. NO 

CONCEIVABLE JUSTIFICATION. CIVILIZED MAN CONDEMNS IT. WE WILL 

NOT HAVE MASS MURDER. ULTIMATUM MEANS WAR . . . END THIS 

MADNESS.] 

During the 1960s and beyond, the principles and 

practice of NVDA were worked out in detail so 

that when direct action came to the fore again in 

the 1980s, it was generally accepted by the peace 

movement as a legitimate form of protest. (The 

whole Legal versus Illegal debate is not a simple 

matter of the authorities (legal) against the 

demonstrators (illegal).) The police, local 

authorities and even the state can act illegally or 

at least stretch the law in ways never intended. 

Many people also argue that it may be necessary 

to commit a lesser crime in order to prevent the 

greater one of nuclear war. Bertrand Russell 

and the Committee of 100 were the standard 

bearers of NVDA, a tactic which we take for granted today.  

 

The editor of Resurgence magazine, Satish Kumar had this to say of Russell: ñWhen I 

was 25, sitting in a cafe and reading about a man of 90 going to jail for the peace of 

the world, I thought: why am I here drinking coffee? I felt inspired and began a Peace 

walk of 8,000 miles across the continents of the world, during which I met Bertrand 

Russell who impressed me as a great man with a lively mind and a passionate heart.ò 

Clearly Bertrand Russell was a combination of thinker and activist and had a profound 

effect not only on forms of peace protest, but on many people throughout the world, 

and is under-remembered today by the political elite. 

 

This article is based on a book review of Bertrand Russell: A Pacifist at War by 

Nicholas Griffin, published  by Spokesman. The review was written by Satish Kumar 

in Resurgence Magazine. 

Douglas Shaw 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HM_Prison_Brixton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Committee_of_100_%28United_Kingdom%29#1961
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Committee_of_100_%28United_Kingdom%29#1961
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuban_Missile_Crisis#Crisis_deepens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuban_Missile_Crisis#Crisis_deepens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nikita_Khrushchev
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_F._Kennedy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bertrand_Russell#cite_note-135
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Bairns Not Bombs Demo Fills George Square 

Excerpted from report on scraptrident.org  

On Saturday 4 April some five thousand 

people filled George Square calling on the 

UK government to abandon its plans to 

replace Trident nuclear weapons.   

Following the march round the city centre 

singer Karine Polwart kicked things off with 

her song "Better Things".  

 

Before speaking Patrick Harvie MSP took a 

selfie with the crowd at his back. The 

Scottish Greens Co-convenor who has been described as the "voice of the 

irresponsible left led anti Christian anti-family gay whales against the bomb coalition" 

said he was proud to be appearing with the "most dangerous woman in Britain".  

Nuala Watt, founder of Human Beings on Benefit spoke about the psychological 

consequences of cuts to Benefits for people with disabilities. "Working capability 

assessment" she said, "forces people to focus on what they can not do when all their 

life they tried to do the opposite 

 

."Scotland's First Minister Nicola 

Sturgeon said "We have a chance in this 

election to change the priorities of the 

out of touch Westminster system in the 

interest of ordinary people across the 

UK, to say that its priorities are not our 

priorities and instead rewrite those 

priorities. I want to see the scarce 

resources of our country invested in the 

future of our children, in health, education and protecting the most vulnerable in our 

society. I don't want a single penny, let alone £100 Billion invested in nuclear weapons 

of mass destruction.ò Nicola Sturgeon continued "People ask me all the time, in the 

event of a hung Parliament, if we are in discussions with labour about a working 

arrangement if Trident will be a Red Line. You better believe Trident will be a Red 

Line. Let us make sure we send an alliance of anti-Trident candidates to Westminster 

to say No to Trident once and for all." Labour MP Katy Clark said "Let's build 

alliances to rid the UK, Europe and the world of nuclear weapons." 

The final speaker, Cat Boyd (Radical Independence Campaign) said ñTrident is a 

symbol of Britain's failure. Successive governments have cared more about providing 

space for nuclear weapons than shelter for people. We are told that Trident is 

News from Around the Movements 



Peace and Justice News   November  2014 
 

12   

 

Photo Credit: Sandra Franco 

Photo Credit: Sandra Franco 

necessary for our security. What we need to be protected from is the Westminster 

government. What will keep us safe is a decent social settlement that doesn't 

discriminate or stigmatize."  

Hundreds Join Bairns Not Bombs Blockade 

& Shut Down UK Nuclear Weapons Base; 

Several families and children took part in 

this "BairnsNotBombs" blockade, with two 

families prepared to be arrested. Ester 

 Siroky and five of her six children locked 

themselves together in opposition to 

Trident. And Anna Sanna and her partner 

Petter travelled from Sweden with their six 

month old baby to join the blockade. They 

too were prepared to face arrest. But it was 

not all about bairns. Lifelong SNP activist 

Isabelle Smith celebrated her 84th birthday on the blockade. Isabelle's story was 

reported in the Sunday Herald and the Daily Record. 

 

 Patrick Harvie MSP, Convenor of the Scottish Greens blockaded with a large 

contingent of Greens.  He said: ñItôs hard to think about a really meaningful political 

change which has been brought about with only one form of activism. It takes 

arguments in parliament, it takes academic studies, it takes campaigns in the media, it 

takes voting, it takes marching and it takes direct action as well. To do this in front of 

the base shows people ... that there is a weapons system based in this otherwise 

beautiful part of the country.ò Over 300 

people took part and with the focus on 

Scotland just now the call for the UKs 

nuclear weapons to be relegated to the 

dustbin of history was made clear. And 

that message was reported in every major 

paper in the UK; there were reports in Al-

Jazeera, Russian State TV, the Japanese 

press and a photo appeared on the front 

page of the Washington Post. The news 

reached over 350,000 people on social 

media. 

 

Among the groups blocking the gates were the Radical Independence Campaign, the 

Scottish Socialist Party, Faslane Peace Campers, Stirling Uni CND, Welsh 

campaigners, Quakers, the Socialist Workers Party, Glasgow Anti-militarists, Medact, 

Tweedale Peace Group, Trident Ploughshares, Scottish Christians Against Nuclear 
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Arms, and Glasgow Catholic Worker, Aberdeen University Shared Planet and the 

Gareloch Horticulturalists who were 

dressed as bairns in Onesies and 

Nappies. 

 

At the South Gate, after some 24 

blockaders were eventually removed 

from the road as another group 

drenched themselves in red paint 

forming the Peoples Red Line against 

Trident dancing joyously to the 

Rhythms of Resistance Samba band. In 

the end 36 people were arrested. 

 

 

Twenty two Nuclear Abolition Activists Arrested at Nevada Test Site 

From the Nuclear Resister blog: http://www.nukeresister.org/ 

Twenty-two people were arrested on Good Friday, April 3 at the Nevada nuclear test 

site. The activists, from eight different U.S. states and Germany, Japan and the 

Netherlands, entered the Nevada National Security Site (formerly known as the 

Nevada Test Site) at the culmination of the annual Sacred Peace Walk, organized each 

year by the Nevada Desert Experience, a 33-year-old faith-based group. About a dozen 

of the group of 50 or so walkers, including Buddhist monks and nuns, are part of 

several legs of a walk taking place in different parts of the U.S. on the way to the 

United Nations in New York City for the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty Review 

Conference. Chief Johnny Bobb of the Western Shoshone also participated in the 

Walk. The test site is on Western Shoshone lands in violation of treaty agreements  

 

Eight Activists Arrested at Pentagon on Earth Day 

After seeking a meeting with the Environmental Protection Agency administrator to 

discuss what National Committee for Nonviolent Resistance members perceive to be 

ecocide being committed by the Pentagon eight activists were arrested at the Pentagon 

on Earth Day. The Pentagon is the largest consumer of fossil fuels globally, has a 

nuclear arsenal that can destroy ALL LIFE on the planet, already used depleted 

uranium with lethal and drastic effects on human life and the environment in places 

like Iraq, and used chemical agents in Latin America in waging of the ñwar on drugs.ò 

Full account at http://www.nukeresister.org/   

 

Village in India Plants 111 Trees Every Time a Little Girl is Born 

From: http://www.onegreenplanet.org/ 

While we celebrate newborn girls by sending pink dresses and dolls, in the village of 

Piplantri in Rajasthan, India, they celebrate by planting 111 trees.  

http://www.nukeresister.org/
http://www.nukeresister.org/
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/environment/village-in-india-plants-plants-trees-every-time-a-little-girl-is-born
http://www.folomojo.com/indias-other-daughters/
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In most Indian villages, the birth of a daughter was historically considered a burden for 

a family. Rural villages operate on the dowry system which contributes to the high 

cost of marriage for households with daughters. As a result, daughters were often 

regarded as lesser than their male counterparts and many were married before they 

reached the age of 18; few received a proper education. In juxtaposition, the tradition 

of planting trees to welcome the birth of female children in Piplantri rejects these 

historical constraints, fostering hope 

that attitudes towards women can 

change. 

When a girl is born, village members 

band together to raise a sort of ñtrustò 

for the girl. The parents contribute one-

third of the sum of 31,000 Rupees, 

equivalent to $500, and the money is 

set aside as a 20-year fund for the girl. 

This ensures that she will never be 

considered a financial burden for her 

parents. In return for this trust, the 

parents sign a legal affidavit that states 

that the daughter will only be married 

after she reaches the age of 18 and has 

received a proper education. The affidavit states that the 111 trees must be taken care 

of as well.  

Not only does this beautiful tradition foster a deep appreciation for females in the 

village, but it also instils a sense of environmental stewardship. The trees become a 

symbol for the baby girl and the villagers work just as hard to protect the trees from 

termites, by planting aloe vera, as they do the girls from all the hardships of life. Over 

the course of the past six years, a quarter of a million trees have been planted in 

Piplantri 

 

Puente Nayero Humanitarian Space Inspires Nonviolent Resistance 

From Lisa Taylor of the Witness for Peace Colombia Team 

In April 2014, an Afro-Colombian community of approximately 300 families known 

as Puente Nayero formed an urban Humanitarian Space. Criticizing the collusion of 

state security forces with paramilitaries, community members rejected the 

militarization of their oceanfront neighbourhood and began resisting multinational 

companies trying to displace them from their homes.  

 

Despite receiving constant death threats over the last year, Puente Nayero petitioned 

for accompaniment from the Interchurch Commission for Justice and Peace and joined 

the network of Communities Building Peace in the Territories (CONPAZ) to organize 

and defend their territorial, cultural, and human rights. Committing to a practice of 

http://www.folomojo.com/indias-other-daughters/
http://www.onegreenplanet.org/lifestyle/how-to-plant-efficiently-with-permaculture-principles/
http://www.folomojo.com/indias-other-daughters/
http://www.folomojo.com/indias-other-daughters/
http://www.folomojo.com/indias-other-daughters/
http://www.folomojo.com/indias-other-daughters/
http://www.witnessforpeace.org/
http://justiciaypazcolombia.com/Intimidaciones-amenazas
https://comunidadesconpaz.wordpress.com/quienes-somos/
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nonviolence, they removed paramilitary presence from their street and dismantled a 

chop-up house that had been installed to dismember and terrorize people.  

 

Paramilitary presence indicates a larger  phenomenon: the use of such violent non-state 

actors to effect mass displacements in Buenaventura, freeing up land for multinational 

corporations in the name of ñdevelopment,ò a proposal tacitly supported by the 

Colombian state. Various cases of links between paramilitaries and multinational 

actors have been documented extensively in Colombia, with well-known examples 

involving companies such as Chiquita Brands International, Coca-Cola, and Nestle. 

Leader Orlando Castillo said ñCapital is displacing us from our territories, capital that 

comes from big cities in Europe, Asia, and the United States.ò 

 

As the Colombian government 

continues to implement neoliberal 

economic policies, signing on to 

agreements such as the U.S.-Colombia 

Free Trade Agreement and the Pacific 

Alliance regional free trade bloc, 

communities have noticed increased 

presence of armed actors in strategic 

territories for foreign investment. 

Buenaventura in particular has been a 

key area for international investment and development projects as the port moves more 

than 600,000 containers each year, representing approximately 60 percent of 

Colombiaôs imports and exports. This benefits almost exclusively the estimated 12 

owners of Buenaventuraôs port business, further increasing inequality in a city of over 

300,000 inhabitants with a 90 percent poverty rate.  

 

The implementation of the Bahía de la Cruz oceanfront Boardwalk tourist project has 

been most directly responsible for displacement. Spokeswoman Nhora Isabel Castillo 

said the proposed relocation for the families of La Playita to an inland neighbourhood 

will result in a ñcomplete extermination of our communityò as 60 percent of the Afro-

Colombian families in Puente Nayero have ancestrally maintained themselves through 

small-scale fishing.  

 

This is only one example of international investment in Buenaventura, providing a 

glimpse into how development projects displace vulnerable communities in Colombia.  

In such a complex situation, the Humanitarian Space is a small symbol of hope for the 

people of Buenaventura. By slowly expanding their nonviolent space and organizing 

with other communities throughout Colombia to resist physical and economic 

violence, the people of Puente Nayero work for more inclusive and sustainable peace-

building processes. 


