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Editor’'s Introduction

Marking International Conscientious

Objectors Day we are organising a Vidi

honouring Conscientious Objectors
(COs) on 15 May by the National
Gallery on the Mound in Edinburgh,
where demonstrations against the Firs
World War took place and in this
month’s Peace & Justice News we foc
on Conscientious Objection to wars.

In ourUnsung Heroesolumn this
month Brian Larkin, beautifully
expresses the true definition of what
constitutes a ‘hero’ arguing that the
16,000 British men that refused to Kill
during the First World War were real
heroes for they portrayed “extraordinal
bravery, firmness, and fortitude”.

Geoffrey Carnall and David Turner bot
recall personal experiences as World
War 2 COs. Geoffrey by the way
highlights the important role of Quaker
in Britain in supporting the right to
Conscientious Objection.

Our Reflection is taken from a powerfu
and disturbing letter by a CO to his wif
sent upon his release from prison. The
letter highlights the horrific reality and
punishment COs often endured during
the First World War.

News from Around the Movements this

month includes an account of the
experience by 21 year old Simeon
Siroky, eldest of five siblings who
together made the week long Spring
Walk from Edinburgh to Faslane to cal
for nuclear disarmament.

Plus And don’t miss our latest writer
Cameron Watt's review of David
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Graeber’s book, ‘Debt: The First 5,0(
Years'.

Countering government plans to
celebrate an outdated and unhealthy
militarist nationalism in Stirling on 28
June our next issue will be on the
theme of UnArmed Forces. All
Contributions welcome. Email by
10am 20 May to
contact@peaceandjustice.org.uk
Emma Logan

Photo Credit: rarewallpapers
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Editorial: Tony Blair Stirs Up Trouble

Tony Blair has recently been calling for the Westake military action in Syria against
President Assad and effect a “regime change”. Heiw favour of the toppling of the
recently elected Muslim Brotherhood governmentgy (which UK Governments
have supported for many years), and of topplingctiveent Iranian government also. All
this from the mouth of a “Peace Envoy”. But asallevell know, the modern dictum is
“War is Peace”, or rather that war brings peace.

But we won'’t be fooled again. Publics in the US &itare more resistant now to yet
more wars in the Middle East. The total cost tolfkeof the failed wars in Irag and
Afghanistan has been put at £27 billion. They werea strategic defence necessity, and
Blair was warned that invading Iraq would give Ad&dla a recruiting tool.

The reality is that all UK governments have helfsamic extremism to spread. They
have worked to cultivate them for many years, nartied Muslim Brotherhood (and its
offshoots), Wahhabi extremist in Saudi Arabia , Ra&kistani madrassas and Pakistani
leaders with whom ties are close. We see this wemoyalty visit the Saudi royal
family, to cement arms deals for BAE Systems.

Surprisingly Blair actually refers to the truthtbfngs
when he calls on world leaders to consider the

> Y "absurdity" of spending billions of dollars on satu

' against an ideology which is being "advocated’hm t
schools and institutions of "countries with whom we
have intimate security and defence relationshifime
of those countries of course wish to escape fragtip
of this ideology, but often it is hard for themdo so
within their own political constraints.” This dtide is
kind to say the least.

”

Photo Credit :
raulpachecoblanco.blogspot.com

But Blair’s talk of an Islamic ideology which haslie
challenged is far too simplistic. To describe pcdik
leaders, national governments, popular movementyiaent militants, in terms of their
religion is misleading to say the least. Therecadlicts between Sunni and Shia, but
also many more factors are at play, especiallytipaliones, the complex role of religion
in political life, and issues around Western suppmrcertain regimes and hostility to
others.

What he describes as a “struggle between what wecalhthe open-minded and the
closed-minded," is in reality a misleading smokesor which obscures deeper issues.
It seems that Radical Islam is the new label fgpaments of western interests. They used
to be called simply terrorists.

Douglas Shaw
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Centre News

New P&J Working Group on Counter Recruitment

Recent reports from Forces Watch show that postavental health problems
including PTSD, depression and binge drinking aosthaommon in young soldiers
from disadvantaged backgrounds, and the risk afifain Afghanistan for British
Army recruits aged 16 who completed training haanltgvice as high as for those
enlisting at 18 or above. The Counter RecruitmentRivig Group had its first
meeting in April. We aim to counter promises of jodining, education and
excitement given to young people by military retars with information on what life
in the military can really mean and we will be cadlon the MOD to end the
recruitment of under 18s. Look for news of this maagramme in months to come.

Upcoming Centre Events

Pete Seeger Sing - a - thon X
3 May. 3 - 11:30pm. St John’s Church Hall.
Princes St. at Lothian Rd. Edinburgh
A fundraiser for Penny Stone to take her Sing;
Louder than Guns Workshop to the =
International Peace Conference in Sarajevo.
Supported by the Peace and Justice Centre.

Conscientious ObjeCtorS Day V|g|| “ Photo Credit : Ieithadnorth_co.uk
Thursday 15 May. 4:00 - 6:00pm. By the National Gétry
on the Mound. Jointly organised with FellowshigR#conciliation Scotland.

Eye witness report from Ukraine: Zakhar Popovych from the Ukrainian Left
Opposition. Saturday 17th May, Augustine United, 4m to 6pm.

Ukraine is at the brink of war. It is being pullagart by imperialist forces, from the East
Russian forces and from the West NATO, the EU &edUSA. How did it get to this and
what has happened to the socialist and progressices on both sides of the Ukraine?
Organised by Stop the War with Support from thecBeand Justice Centre.

Drone Wars: Today, Tomorrow, Forever?’

Chris Cole, Drones Campaign Network Coordinator.
Friday 16 May 7:30pm. St John’s Church Hall

In November Chris Cole gave an introduction to the
issues surrounding Drones. This talk will go degpet
attendance at the previous talk is not a prereguisi
Jointly organised with Edinburgh Stop the War &
Supported by Edinburgh CNDN¢te: This is the
correct date, last month we erroneously publishedhie date as 19 May.

5]
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Cooperative Games WorkshopSunday 25 May. Art's Complex, St Margaret's
House. 151 London Rd. 10am - 5pnMaria Elena Ramos will lead this fun
workshop. Come along for a day of fun. The workstvilpalso be an initial training
for anyone wanting to be a Games Workshop Leadireiir&J Nonviolence
Education Programme. We will be taking these waoskshinto schools and sowing
seeds for a culture of peace in the coming yeae Ewvent. Donations welcome. Bring
a sandwich or food to share. To register contacfifJ Centre: 0131 229 0993 or
email: contact@peaceandjustice.org.uk

One World Peace Ceilidh
Friday 30 May. 7:00 - 11pm. Edinburgh Steiner \ ONE WORLD
I

School, 60 Spylaw Rd, EH10 5BR. EACE CEILIDH ]_H
A fundraiser for One World Shop and Edinburgt / ,.,-F* .

Peace and Justice Centre. With Clapshot Ceilid £
Band, Edinburgh Community Choir, Voice Box
Theatre, poetry and children’s activities.
Vegetarian/vegan food available from 7 -8pm.
Raffle and Bar. On Number 10 Bus Route that
runs until after midnight.Tickets £7/£5 conc. are

. GEIL!DH BI‘-I.NI‘.‘I L
BM THE CLRPSHOT

:Bulsl::lﬂ:iﬂ GQH’TEMPBRH'RY CHOIR, POETR
PERFUR'MIINBE ART + MORI

FRIDAY 30TH mMay
£7/£5 7 - 1pm

available from the Peace and Justice Centre, O =, =

World ShopWord Power Books, New Leaf Co- .-

opand online at http://peaceceilidh.bpt.me CEILIDH & FUNDRAISER FOR ONE WORLD SHOP
_ _ & THE EDINBURGH PEACE & JUSTICE CENTRE

Ed|nburgh Peace and Justice Centre AGM ENTERTAINMENT - VEGETARIAN/VEGAN FOOD - RAFFLE - BAR

Tuesday 24 June 7:00pm (Cup Of Tea) 7:15pm EDINBUHGHHUBOLElHERSCHDUL-6OSPYLHWROHD
AGM. Speaker 7:30pm - 9:00pm. St John’s
Church Hall. Speaker tba.

Quakers and Conscientious Objectors

In the first two years of the First World Warr,
recruitment to the British armed forces was
voluntary, but in 1916 conscription was
introduced, requiring all younger men to be
called up for military service. An exception
was made for those with a conscientious
objection to such service.

This provision reflects the influence of the
Quaker community in Britain at this time,
when Quaker businesses — notably those of the @adRawntree and Fry families,
who not only made chocolate but were newspapermgtops as well. One of the

6]
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Quaker MPs, Edmund Harvey, actually drafted thescimmtious objection clause in
the conscription bill.

Quakers had influence in Parliament but this didexbend into the wider society. As
Wilfred Trotter commented in hisstincts of the Herd in Peace and VVaations at
war are always convinced of their cause and arelispbsed to tolerate dissent.
‘Conchies’ were generally seen either as cowards@ympathisers with the enemy:
Ramsay Macdonald, a future Labour Prime Ministexs wepicted in Runchcartoon
receiving an iron cross from the Kaiser.

The tribunals set up to assess the
genuineness of claims to conscientiog
objection were not as crass as that,
were not generally sympathetic to no
Quaker applicants, many of whom |
finished up in prison for refusing to  [*
accept the rejection of their claims. |
The same happened to Quakers like !
Corder Catchpool, who resigned fro
the Friends Ambulance Unit in order §
assert his right to unconditional
exemption.

ds Ambulance Unit: Photo credit : Wikipedia

The 1930s saw the emergence of a substantial peaoement in Britain, notably

Dick Sheppard's Peace Pledge Union, with its pleddgerenounce war, and will

never support or sanction another’. This fosteratiah more numerous supply of
conscientious objectors when conscription was meghiced in 1939 than had appeared
in the First World War. Although once again a faimber of objectors who refused to
accept the decision of a tribunal were imprisomted,fair to say that COs were better
treated than they had been earlier.

Nevertheless, being a CO in time of war is an urfoaiable experience for the
reason identified by Wilfred Trotter. The natioc&use is righteous, and failure to
support it is dishonourable. It was just about ptaigle to support Bishop George
Bell's campaign against the bombing of civiliansl @dne demand for unconditional
surrender, and in school debates | felt confidenaming this, although Bell-inspired
motions were always heavily defeated. But | kepggabout my intention to register
as a CO, and was relieved when my success in getfolace at university allowed me
to defer my tribunal until | graduated in 1948.

| was then given exemption on condition that | garthe Friends Service Unit in
India and Pakistan and would almost certainly Haaen allowed to do much the same
during the war. COs served in the Friends Ambuldsaé in many parts of the world,
including London during the blitz, when the FAU Wed in the capital’s air raid

7]
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shelters. This experience is what gave them therpty to go to India in 1942
when Bengal was threatened by the Japanese. TtiehBBiovernment recognised that
Quakers, conspicuously advocates of Indian indegerel, would find it easier to get
co-operation from Indians than an official initisiwould have done.

The most ambitious FAU project was the China Convagiving lorries loaded
with medical supplies from western China to paft€loina more exposed to Japanese
occupation. American Quakers were interestedimrg in this enterprise but
Congress passed a law forbidding American COs i wotside the US. Evidently
the authorities there did not want COs to feel tbayld show daring and enterprise in
risky situations.

Conscientious objection has been established asia buman right in the
European Union. There are COs in Israel too, thahgloverwhelming sense of being
under siege from hostile neighbours makes theitipasxtremely difficult.

Geoffrey Carnall

A WW2 CO’s Recollection

Among my earliest memories is an occasion,
when | was perhaps six or seven years old, on
which my father, prompted by a war story in the
news, gave an account to me of an incident when,
as an infantryman in France in WW1, he had been
checking with a senior officer, the safety of a
trench just vacated by the German army and came
across a wounded German soldier who begged for
his life to be spared. My father was ordered to
‘finish him off’ by bayonet. On refusal he was
threatened with court martial for ‘disobedience’ in
a battle zone. For some reason the threat was not
carried out. The image remained vivid in my

mind, dormant for a period, but it emerged as an
influence on my thinking about what | would do
should another war break out and conscription be
imposed - by the later 1930s that had become

Photo Credit: worldwarlpostcards.com/ indeed very possib|e_

In senior school | had a strong interest in théolnysof the early 20th century and in
particular, the economic consequences for Europeiitive terms imposed on
Germany by the Versailles Treaty. | had also thihoagguaintance with the writings
and actions of Gandhi in India, become persuadatidpower of nonviolent action in
resisting oppression and injustice.

8]
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By the time of the outbreak of war | regarded miyasla pacifist and soon joined the
Peace Pledge Union, founded a few years beforeotogie the stance: ‘| renounce all
war and refuse to support or sanction another’. Mdaled up for military service in
1942 | registered as a conscientious objectorhemgtounds that | could not submit to
being trained to kill for any cause. | had no neligs tradition to refer to, having
rejected the one to which my mother adhered, amdstmany years later before |
became interested in Quakers. The three persor pearae before to state my
objection to killing was divided over the
guestion of my ‘genuineness’ and | doubt
| presented myself favourably. Conditional
exemption, to do some form of alternative
service, | found | could not accept.

On being denied exemption, as | hag
thought likely, | was sent call-up papers
guite soon, with information on the likely
consequences of non-compliance. From
friends of the family who had been throug
the process of claiming exemption in WW
and being refused, | knew of the option of
‘going on the run’ and decided to at least
defer the imposition of imprisonment. A
number of ‘safe houses’ were offered by friendgh@PPU and | used these, together
with stays in youth hostels for a short period. akdgthat those found sheltering a
‘fugitive’ knowingly could themselves be in
trouble | returned to Glasgow, found a flat, andkeal as an apprentice painter with
an army deserter in that trade, fairly sure | wayueckly be tracked down by police.
However, | remained at large for the remaindehefwar. | was fortunate indeed to
have supportive parents, relatives and friendspmntrast to some whose stories | had
become aware of in the course of voluntary workwlite South West Scotland Board
for Conscientious Objectors while awaiting my agbl-

Photo Credit : londonremembers.com/

As the centenary of the start of WWL1 brings agaimy mind the experiences
of conscientious objectors in resisting militaryvsee, often at a terrible cost, | am
also aware that in many countries of today’s wéhlkere is no provision for those who
take a stand on refusing military service and emghose with some recognition, the
right to exemption is very limited and severe hhipsesults for those who, in
obedience to conscience, can ‘do no other’.

Over the past decade | have been involved throughesty International and
through Quakers in appealing for the release apers of conscience, including war
resisters and human rights defenders. Opporturiigs arisen at times to campaign
for recognition of conscientious objection andia $gstem of adjudication in

9]
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countries where this is absent, and there is indeggdwing number of states so
legislating, or taking steps in that direction. fidhes however a need to build on these
achievements and not to be satisfied until thetmigersal provision, a cause being
promoted by Right to Refuse to Kill, the Peace §é&dnion and Quaker Peace and
Social Witness.

David Turner

News from Around the Movement

Spring Peace walk

In the first week of April a group of 40 to 50 peaaxctivists, organised by Scottish
CND, walked from Edinburgh to Faslane, in suppéridding Scotland of nuclear
weapons. Two volunteers from the Peace and JuS&ng&e, Pat Bryden and Douglas
Shaw each walked half of the way. Among those whlixed the whole 80 miles
were five Siroky siblings, ranging in age from d3tl. The eldest, Simeon, writes:

The last time | was at Faslane naval
base was back in 2007 on thedf
October for the big blockade to
commemorate the end of Faslane 365.
| was 15 at the time and still
remember the raw emotions | went
through being part of that movement -
1| the anger at the governments still
/| promoting nuclear weapons - the joy
| at seeing all the people gathered
| peacefully but with unyielding intent.
J It was reassuring and inspiring to
witness the commitment displayed by
everyone there and something | wanted to experiagaa. \When word got round to
me about the Spring Walk for Peace from EdinbuoghRaslane | immediately wanted
to get involved, so did 4 of my 5 siblings the ymath not yet able to participate. The
walk was in total about 80 miles. Although walkisgomething we all do and enjoy,
80 miles in 6 days is something we have never pteghbefore and the knowledge
that the second and third days would be a tot@@miles was very intimidating but
made us all the more determined.

With our walking and sleeping gear packed the defpte and, you could say,
ridiculous stash of spare socks carefully cramnmd every spare space in our bags
we went to our beds. We awoke on thethigh spirits despite the classic Scottish wet
drizzle outside and set off on the about an houj@arney from the Yarrow Valley to
Edinburgh. On arrival we took our rucksacks to #a@ that would be transporting

10 |
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everyone’s luggage to the different halls we wdoddising for night accommodation
and went to join the rest of the group. The atmesphlvas great, with singing and
colourful flags waving for all to see. After sonpesches and cheers from the crowd
we set off. We had one stop at the Water of IGoifiservation Trust for coffee but
mainly it was a proper chance to meet some of @ikass, although too many names
to learn all at once, the smiling and kind faces\gdar easier to remember. Arriving
at the Scout Hall in Currie we faced the first goaiask: getting all the sleeping bags
and rucksacks out the van. It would become the mgm@mind evening routine, though
probably the easiest of all the challenges thatweeld face on the walk, with
everyone in a human chain the bags were out inme. tThere is something strangely
comforting about sleeping in a hall with so manggde, although | think the main
topic every morning was whether the snorers shbaldllocated a separate (snorer’s
room) and if the porridge was as good as the previmorning's.

Sleeping together, eating together, walking togefslearing stories, and making our
way to Faslane. Every new day |
would end up speaking to
someone else and no, it wasn't
always about the weather.
Although | knew that with every
step we got closer to Faslane it
was one of the last things on my §
mind the whole way. Walking wit}
people and getting to know them|
for a week made me think about
many things, one of which was
that deep conversation makes [
miles melt away before your feet |§
and also that something as simpl
as walking defiantly sends a message out to thpl@&ze met on our way.

| was still stopping and waving at the sound of learns a week after getting home.
Although many people couldn’t make tha@k due to work commitments and other
responsibilities the number of people showing pasgupport through waving and
tooting the horn gave I'm sure, a spring to peapksteps. Also the fact that it was a
walk, not a jog or a run showed maybe symboliddié/unrelenting effort that many
people have put into the campaign for nuclear disament for so long and haven’t
given up. There is a big chance this Septembe$dotiand to take a big step towards
getting rid of these weapons; but is moving themesehere else really the answer?
Not until every country has given up its nucleasearal will the world be rid of its
greatest threat. And every step, no matter how lsmades it the more achievable.

Simeon Siroky
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PUTTING THE ARMS DEALERS ON TRIAL

A group of women is seeking to privately prosec¢heearms dealers who sold illegal
torture weapons at DSEi arms fair last year. Th&IRms fair has consistently been
found to have broken UK law by exhibiting illegaéapons, yet exhibitors and
organisers have never been subject to prosec@amoline Lucas MP identified that
two companies — Tianjin MyWay International and Ntage International — had
illegally exhibited torture weapons at DSEI. A gpoof (almost all women) who were
arrested for seeking to disrupt the setting up $ED(‘Defence Security Equipment
International’) the world’s largest arms fair derdad disclosure of information as to
if and why the state did not investigate illegatioe weapons at DSEi. In the face of
these continual requests, the cases against theendnepped a week before trial.
They have now commenced proceedings to privatelgqmute the arms dealers
Tianjin Myway and Magforce International. They atear that they do not want a
“better run” arms fair — rather, they see thigjhtion as part of a wider strategy to
discredit, and then shut down DSEI for good.

You can learn more about their case and sign upddates at:
http://armsdealersontrial.wordpress.com/

Ukraine Analysis from Mil Rai

Would nuclear weapons have spared
Ukraine from Russian intervention?
Was the Maidan Revolt a 'fascist
putsch' organised by Washington (John
Pilger)? What should anti-war activists
make of the referendum in Crimea?
And what is the path away from war?

Photo Credit : Daily Mail All these questions are explored in a wide-
ranging essay (a greatly extended version of

the editorial in the current print edition) by Pbleditor Milan Rai, available at
http://peacenews.info/node/7651. Also, don't nass
Sinclair's latest piece on how Britain is helpindded the
flames of war in Syria: i
http://peacenews.info/blog/7652/how-uk-helping-feed
flames-war-syria. Peace News is availabteaf&J.

Global Day of Action on Military Spending

Around 30 activists from Spain, USA, Germany ane
UK protested at the military base of the Port ofsL _ rEgt
Palmas in Gran Canaria. They symbolically cut @ = photo Credit : freeminder316.blogspot
piece of coastal land in the Military Base del Aakhy

12 |



Peace and Justice News May | 2014

swimming out with a large “dotted line” while batins held up a giant pair of scissors
as the rest of the group distributed informatiothi® public.

Angie Zelter, of Trident Ploughshares, sddATO is an international aggressive
nuclear armed military alliance. | am here demoastrg against a base used by
NATO for its aggressive self serving military inventions in Africa. We are here to
peacefully draw people’s attention to the wasteeeburces that merely prop up the
arms industries and take global resources away ftloenpeople who need them.
Taking part in this action on this day makes pe@plare of how ‘normalised’ the
military has become in our societies and how ordinaeople must become aware of
this and cut the military out of our societies t@able them to concentrate on the real
security issues of our era — climate chaos and pipve

Round up of Fly Kites Not Drones Actions Worldwide

The Peace and Justice Centre’s fi=
Kites Not Drones event on the  [# 5w
Meadows in March was part of a |3 |
worldwide day of action. There
was a demo outside RAF ="
Waddington and people were out |45
flying kites in Kabul, Hastings,
Littlehampton, Taunton, Cardiff,
Bristol, Chicago and many more Photo Credit : venvuk
towns and cities around the world..

e )
- et BRI u Temit

There is a full roundup of Fly Kites Actions, inding a new video from Afghan
Peace Volunteers on the Voices for Creative Noevicé website:
http://venvuk.wordpress.com/2014/03/23/fly-kitesg—doones-for-nao-roz-2014/

Take Action

Call on the MOD to End Recruitment of 16 & 17 YearOlds.

Recent reports show that post-war mental healthlgnas including PTSD, depression
and binge drinking are most common in young sodiieym disadvantaged
backgrounds, and the risk of fatality in Afghanmstar British Army recruits aged 16
who completed training has been twice as high athfise enlisting at 18 or above.
The UK is one of only a handful of countries thedtruit under 18s into the military.
The P&J is campaigning on this issue, calling foead to this practic&ign the
petition at: https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/stop-reoraiit-of-16-year-olds-
into-the-uk-armed-forces

You can also download the petition and invite aghersign. Return completed
petitions to the P&J.

13 |
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Opposing Drones

The Drone Campaign Network is holding a day gatigefor those interested in
campaigning on the growing use of drones. The ewdhtake place at Friends
Meeting House, Euston on Saturday 14 June. Thevdawyclude speakers,
workshops and planning for the Week of Action owiias later this year. Speakers
include: Jennifer GibsoReprieve, Alice Ross, The Bureau of Investigative
Journalism, Chris Cole, Drone Wars UK, Chris dpi&tatewatch

Drones Post Card Campaign

Fly Kites Not Drones, Child Victims of War, andVoices for Creative Nonviolence
launched a postcard campaign to British MPs caflimgcomplete transparency
regarding the UK’s drones programme including disate of any fact finding

inquiries into alleged incidents involving civilisntransparency regarding the extent
of UK intelligence sharing and support for US draeirékes outside of non-
international armed conflict; a moratorium untile@mational consensus on their use
within international law has been determined.

Post cards have a picture of a child flying kitasone side and a message to your MP
on the other calling for transparency and a monatarAvailable from the Peace and
Justice Centre amail:info@childvictimsofwar.org.uk.

Plus there is a ne@ampaigns Briefing from Child Victims of War:
http://childvictimsofwar.org.uk/cvow/wp-content/@alds/2014/03/Drone-Campaign-
Briefl.pdf

Peace News Summer Camp

It's now almost three months to
Peace News Summer Camp 2014
(31 July - 4 Aug). Confirmed
speakers include Paul Rogers
(Bradford Peace Studies), Bruce
Kent, Michael Albert (ZNet),

Kofi Klu (PANAFRIINDABA),
Emma Sangster (Forces Watch),
Alison Ronan (author of "A Small Vital Flame'. Amtar women in NW England
1914-1918'") and Neil Faulker (No Glory).

Urge the Edinburgh Science Festival to Cancel Arm€ompany Sponsorship

Postcards calling on the Edinburgh Science Fedtiveancel sponsorship by arms
company Selex (a subsidiary of arms giant Finnmeeajuare available at the P&J.
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Support Marshall Islands Lawsuits Against Nuclear Mtions

The Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI) hasdilenprecedented lawsuits against
all nine nuclear-armed nations for their failurenegotiate in good faith for nuclear
disarmament, as required under the Non-Prolifemali@aty. The suits were filed
against all nine nations at the International Cofidustice, with an additional
complaint against the United States filed in U.&dé&ral District CourtPlease go to
www.nuclearzero.orgwhere you can learn more about the lawsuitsstwoav your
support by signing the petition supporting the RMI's bold action.

Unsung Heroes -Conscientious Objectors of WW1

We normally think of heroes as people who havesddgkeir lives, often died, in
battle. The heroes of the Odyssey and the lliad febght the epic battle of Troy are
the prototypes. The Oxford English Dictionary githe definition as “men of
extraordinary strength, courage and ability whoenewoured by the gods.” The
dominant contemporary political culture holds

that the real heroes are those who, in patrioti /716“

terms “gave their lives” for our freedom. But e . ‘

the OED gives an alternative meaning as “a NO"COHSC[}' ﬁ’()n

man (sic) who exhibits extraordinary bravene F .
firmness, or fortitude of soul in any course of @][OW[S" I/D
action”. Despite overwhelming public suppor
for the war, and in the face of humiliation, ‘
imprisonment and even torture 16,000 British A Souvenir
men refused to kill during the First World War — of 15 ’;'r””r‘
exhibiting “extraordinary bravery, firmness,

and fortitude”.

HYDE GrRoUVRP

= L odddig
A= _-tu—ﬂ..;:l;_-

In November 1914 Fenner Brockway publishe
a letter which led to the formation of the No- RPN e &
Conscription Fellowship whose members, E'-'i,-;" SR
mostly Socialists and Quakers, were “prepare R .
to sacrifice as much in the cause of the world
peace as our fellows are sacrificing in the cau.cc
of the nation’s war”. At first the NCF was all
male, but later women carried on most of the
work as CO’s were imprisoned. The government pasedlational Registration Act
in July 1915, requiring everyone ages 15 to 6%®gister. Fred Sellar, Secretary of the
Independent Labour Party, was imprisoned for sévezaks for distributing a leaflet
which made the case that registration was thediegi to conscription.

Photo credit : W-CI\7IL
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In February 1916, the Military Service Bill, wheyehll men aged 18-45 were
“deemed to have enlisted”, was enacted. The NGitighed a “Repeal the Act”
leaflet. Eight of the ten signatories were imprisoor fined under the Defense of the
Realm Act. Thanks to opposition from Quaker and MPs the bill included a
Conscience Clause.

Anyone seeking exemption had to appear beforelauiial. Tribunals were supposed
to be impartial but were heavily biased. The Mit&ouncil urged Tribunals to get
men for the Army. There was a military representatt every hearing and Tribunal
members were typically highly patriotic and hatddisympathy or understanding for
CO'’s. Applicants could be granted absolute exemptionditional exemption which
required they do alternative service vital to ther effort such as farm labour, or be
exempted from combat and required to join the NomBatant Corps (NCC). Of
those sent to the Non combatant Corps many refiaseldey orders. Many were
tortured, frog marched, beaten or submitted toldqpeinishment No. 1’ in which the
man was tied to a stake in the hot sun for many$06,000 were court martialed.
After serving a first term of hard labour CO’s weent back to the military. 655 were
court martialed twice, 521 three times, 3191 four
times, 50 five times and 3 six times. 843 spewrtrov
two years in prison.

Quaker CO'’s set up the Friends Ambulance Unit to
take care of wounded. They ran dozens of hospitals
and hundreds of ambulances. Some were led to
question if in doing so they were not helping the
war effort. Amongst them was Corder Catchpool
who volunteered before conscription was
introduced but refused to submit to orders and was
imprisoned. Absolutist COs who refused to
recognise the authority of the government to tell
them what to do usually were imprisoned. Of
16,000 CO’s 6,000 went to prison as absolutists or
because they refused to fight even after being
Field Punishment No. 1 exempted. About 50 CO’s were taken to France,

Photo Credit : ptbowwi.blogspot.com  charged with desertion and sentenced to death,
only to have their sentences commuted to ten yegmssonment by Field Marshall
Sir Douglas Haig at the last minute.

Most absolutists were sentenced to 112 days t@&yerd labour. Prison conditions
were very harsh, freezing cold, with inadequatalfand thin blankets. COs in several
prisons published secret newspapers written oettpdper such as thginchester
WhisperertheCanterbury Clinkerand théWalton Leadervhich included articles on
the Russian Revolution and the battle of Passclemadich described men being
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sent ‘over the top’ as ‘canon fodder’. Regular papeere not allowed to carry such
reports. Fenner Brockway and others refused to tieyule of silence. Brockway did
eight months solitary with three months on breadl\aater. In Newcastle Prison 11
CO’s went on hunger strike and were force fed. Jdmee tube was used on all eleven
men without being cleaned. In Hull Prison when@gbort tube poured milk into his
lungs W.E. Burns choked to death. 73 CO’s wouldligrison or as a result of
imprisonment.

There can be no doubt that these men, who exhibikdordinary braveness and
fortitude of soul, suffered and even died, werehsmwho deserve our recognition.

This article draws oRefusing to Kill: conscientious objection and humights in the
first world war. A publication of the Peace Pledge Union. A Refeeetmpy is
available in the Peace and Justice Centre Library.

There will be aConscientious Objectors Day Vigil 15 May. By the Htional
Gallery on the Mound (Princes St). 4 -6pm. All welome.

Book Review — Debt: The first 5000 years

Melville House Publishing  ISBN: 978-1933633

David Graeber’s best-selling book Debt: The First
5,000 Years provides some interesting insightden t
history of economic relations. Economics textbooks
typically tell the same story — first there wastbgr
next money arose because of the inefficiencies of
barter, and then there was credit. Drawing on
anthropological research, in Debt Graeber arguas th
the exact opposite is true — first there was cyélkn
there was money, and then there was barter.

Graeber argues that all societies are typicallymmsad
of a mixture of three forms of economic organisatio
communism, hierarchy, and exchange, and discusse INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER
how one form of organisation can transform into
another. Despite the often-cited conventional wisdo
that frames everything within the logic of exchan@eaeber argues that, in any
society, social ties require a basic degree of comsm to exist — even in the
capitalist West. Indeed, David Cameron’s recergriss during the floods in
England earlier this year that ‘money is no objectertainly reminiscent of this idea
(despite his ideological commitment to austerity).
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Graeber goes into detail about the intricaciesafrian’ (although not necessarily
humane) economies, in which economic affairs weiragrily to do with organising
and arranging human beings rather than thingsdeadribes a historical transition
from the human economy to the commercial economyyneenting on the degree of
violence involved when human beings are ‘rippednftbeir contexts’ and turned into
commodities. This further informs some of his ratlideas, coming to yet more
startling conclusions — ideas of property and ‘s&hership’ which found
contemporary political systems have their origmshie logic of slavery, and that wage
labour is only slightly different from slavery byrtue of it being temporary. Graeber
also provides some insights into the origins ofipathy, describing human economies
in which women were treated as ‘pawns’ by men.

One might anticipate that reading about 5,000 yeftise history of economic
relations would make for a rather boring and latnasiordeal. However, despite the
seemingly dull subject matter, Graeber’s friendig accessible writing style,
accompanied by his exciting radicalism and deepensiion of bourgeois economic
theory, helps to make Debt an astonishingly enten@ read - regardless of whether
the reader has an extensive background on thectub@ter or not. Regardless of
one’s own position on Graeber’s conclusions, t@gikedit where credit is due, Debt
Is a remarkable book, and considering the subjattem it's quite a page-turner.
Cameron Watt

Reflection : Letter from a World War One
Conscientious Objector

JB Saunders was arrested as a deserter in
1916 for failing to answer call up papers.
He was taken to Portobello, and sentenced
by Court-martial to one year’s detention.
He served 3 months at Barlinnie and was
sent back to France, Court-martialled
again, sent to Alexandria, Court martialled
again and sentenced to 6 months hard
labour. He wrote to his wife:

“I will not submit to conscription...I am
offered Non-Combatant work. This | refuse
r absolutely...| am not afraid of anything the
Photo Credit : ukhumanrightsblog military can do. | have been in chains and
handcuffs, crucified to a tree full in this
broiling sun nearly every morning and evening,ffee months bread and water and
solitary confinement. ...I leave you to guess Viiwatmonths alone in a cell...is like.

-
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Seven times | went down with dysentery, and séwes t managed to get on my feet
and face the music. | fainted and had to be dreweay in a barrow.

This tropical sun and chaining up nearly drove nadm stuck it....I was doing seven
days Field Punlshment No. 1 chamed up in the $anwhen suddenly | had the
chains taken off andiiis i 5 3
| was released.
They have
discovered at last
that they cannot
break me. They
failed at Barlinnie
and | am
determined to make
them fail here. | am|
determined to
sacrifice all rather
than give in. Many _ :
times | thoug_ht | Photo Credit : http://news.bbcimg.co.uk/

should hang in the sun

and die. | pleaded with the sentry to shoot maninot tell you the misery of it. I'll die
fifty times rather than endorse the wicked thing.

Cisgeme
BJECT{H"G’

They can have my body, my mind | will destroy nathan allow the military cult to
take it. | was flooded for weeks in my cell withevatwo buckets of creosol were
thrown in, and | was gassed. | was naked for sé\dags and nights in chains.
However | believe the doctor stopped these horpoteeedings.
| was 9st. 12Ibs. when | went into Hospital... ea ynay guess | was a
skeleton....Don’t misunderstand me. | am determioetb nothing out here.”
To chain up a man in the tropical sun is illegal.

20 September, 1917

Originally published inThe Tribunal Excerpted fronRRefusing to Kill Peace Pledge
Union.

Conscientious Objectors Day Vigil
Thursday 15 May. 4:00pm - 6:00pm. By the National @llery on the Mound.

Supporting the right to refuse to kill and remenmgthe COs of all past wars but
especially in this Centenary year of the outbrdake First World War those from
that terrible conflict. The vigil is at the Moune@dause it was a gathering point for
opposition to the First World War. Bring your refl®ns, songs, poems or photos.
Organised by the Peace & Justice Centre and Fdlipved Reconciliation Scotland.
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One World Peace Cellidh

|
| ONE WORLD 30 May. 7:30 - 11pm.
Edinburgh Steiner School,
PEACE CEILIDH 60 Spylaw Rd, EH10 5BR

With Clapshot Ceilidh Band,
Edinburgh Community Choir,
Voice Box Theatre,

poetry and children’s activities.

ILIDH BAND,

THE CLAPSHOT CE

TEMPORARY CHOIR, POETRY,
1

RT + MORE!

=

| MusiC FROM
EDINBURGH CON

PERFORMANCE A ? Vegetarian/vegan food available
e f from 7 - 8pm. Raffle and Bar.
FRIDAY 30TH may

£7/£5 7 - 11Pm

Tickets £7/£5 conc. from the Peace
& Justice Centre, One World Shop,
Word Power Books, New Leaf Co-

op and at http://peaceceilidh.bpt.me

Become a Member Today! Please consider supportirlge work of the Peace & Justice Centre
Name

Tel

Address

PostCode

Minimum membership fee: £20 per annum (£12 concessi)
If you wish to pay more please tick appropriately:

Annually  Monthly _ £3 £5  £10 £20  £50 _  Other: £
| wish to receive my newsletter byPost Email__

It helps the Centre if you can make payments by Staling Order.

| wish to pay by: cheque:__ I enclose a chequeersum of £ Standing Order:___

Bank Standing Order To The Manager (enter name & address of your basukdh:

Please pay toEdinburgh Peace & Justice Centre St Johns Church, Princes St, Edinburgh EH24BJ
A/c No. 00207018 - Sort Code: 80-11-3@aink of Scotland 1 Castle Terrace, Edinburgh EH1 2DP

The sum of £ (in words) payable monthly / annuallyglete one)
starting on / | __ddte of first payment)
Name of Account: codrdt Number

Sort Code: / /
Reference to be quoted (your name in capitals

Signed tedDa
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