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In this issue our feature story, by William 
Duncan is on Human Trafficking, or 
more precisely, on the difficult issue of 
Sex Trafficking.  William informs us that 
some 25 million human beings, more 
than at any time in history are now being 
trafficked at any one time. It is a shock-
ing story but there is some relief to be 
found in his proposals for tackling this 
terrible problem. 
�

On a related topic our latest writer, Cam-
eron Watt, tackles another hard  
issue: State Sanctioned Terrorism, focus-
ing in on Guantanamo, the US Gulag 
which remains in business after twelve 
years, in the torture business in fact, now 
5 years after President Obama’s inaugural 
promise to close it.�
�

Marking the Centenary of the First World 
War we will are dedicating our  
“Reflection” space to remembering war 
and peacemaking, this month recalling 
efforts by Quakers, women , socialists, 
and the International Peace Bureau  to 
prevent the outbreak of war in 1914. 
 
Pat Bryden Reviews the biography of 
Desmond Tutu: Rabble rouser for Peace  
who, she says, has never shrunk from 
truth, whether then or now in South Afri-
ca, or far afield, as Northern Ireland and 
Israel/Palestine.This month Unsung He-
roes are three US Plowshares activists 
who are facing many years in prison. And 
in the Editorial Brian Larkin celebrates 
the life of another (widley sung hero!) 
Pete Seeger���
�

We have altered the format this month  to  
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� Pete Seeger : A Song About Freedom  

The music of Pete Seeger has formed a big part of the soundtrack of the lives of Ameri-
cans, especially anyone involved in the peace, civil rights and environment movements. 
With his joyous passionate voice he inspired countless activists including me to join in 
singing and join the struggles for justice. You’ll probably know some of his songs such as 
“Where have all the flowers gone?”, “If I had a Hammer” or “This little light of mine”. But 
his great gift was sharing the music of the American people, usually playing the 5 string 
banjo which he’d inscribed, in a riff on Woody Guthrie’s “This Machine Kills Fascists”, 
with the words “This machine surrounds hate and forces it to surrender.” For Pete getting 
people to sing together was the way to make peace and folks couldn’t help but join in when 
he sang. 

 
Pete dropped out of Harvard and while working 
at the Library of Congress with the musicologist 
Alan Lomax collecting folk songs he met Woody 
Guthrie. Pete had joined the Communist Party in 
the late 30’s though he later left. Although 
known later for opposing the Vietnam war Pete 
was not a pacifist. Rather his consistent focus 
was his passion for justice. And, perhaps less un-
derstood, he was a patriot and was in the US Ar-
my during World War 2. But, called before the 
House Un-American Activities Committee in 
1951 Pete refused to answer questions about 
who he voted for and was blacklisted just as his 

band The Weavers’ hit ‘Goodnight Irene’ made the charts. Their contract  to do a national 
TV series was cancelled and he was not allowed on TV for 17 years. Yet Pete Seeger never 
grew bitter. ‘In the long run” he said “this country doesn’t go in for things like that.” A man 
of conscience, he quit the Weavers when the group let one of their songs be used for a ciga-
rette advertisement.   
 
Pete sang on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial on the day Martin Luther King gave his “I 
have a dream” speech. And Joan Baez led the million people there in singing “We shall 
overcome” often attributed to Pete. But with typical humility Pete pointed out:  “I get too 
much credit for this song.” Pete had changed the words from the early gospel “I will over-
come” to “We shall overcome”, added the verse “We’ll walk hand in hand” and taught it at 
the Highlander Folk School  where Guy Carawan added a verse. Guy Carawan, by the way, 
lived at Highlander Folk School  in Tennessee where I visited him and sang the song along 
with nuclear resister Bill Bichsel a few years ago. Pete again faced censorship though only 
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New Volunteer�����Emma Logan   
�

Emma is in second year at Napier University, studying 
journalism. She has always had a great passion for help-
ing people and believes in the goal of achieving world-
wide peace. Believing in the power of the pen, she em-
barked upon a career as a journalist so that she could re-
port injustices and from there, make a change.�

She has volunteered with Age Concern – attending the 
needs of local elderly people. Since moving to Edinburgh 
she regularly volunteers at the Grassmarket Community 
Project. In 2011, Emma embarked on an adventure to 
Ghana where she completed a journalism internship. 
Here she witnessed extreme poverty and inequality – a 
harsh reality that she first saw in 2008 on a Religious 
Studies school trip to India. With her background in jour-
nalism, Emma will be contributing to the editorial work of the P&J News. 

Centre News �

briefly when his powerful anti-war song “Waist Deep in the Big Muddy” (“The Big Fool 
said we’ll go on”)  was cut from the Smothers Brothers Show but, aired a few months lat-
er. But there was a season for everything and Pete sang again on the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial, this time with Bruce Springsteen, at the inauguration of Barack Obama, the 

first African-American President of the United States. And 
true to his principles he got the crowd to sing Woody Guth-
rie’s “This Land is Your Land”, complete with the anti-
capitalist verse “Was a big high wall there tried to stop me/ 
a sign was painted said Private Property / but on the other 
side it didn’t say nothin’ / that side was made for you and 
me.”    

In later years Pete thought globally and acted locally build-
ing the Sloop Clearwater and campaigning to clean up the 
Hudson River on the banks of which he lived in a log cabin 

he had built with his own hands. Or singing “Bring ‘em Home” in protests at the atro-
cious US war in Iraq But what meant the most to me was his kids music, especially 
“Stories and  Songs for Little Children, which we listened to hundreds of times in the car 
on our way to our weekly vigil. My personal favourite was the story of AbiYoYo about a 
boy and his grandfather who made the terrible giant “disappear” Stop in some time and 
I’ll be glad to tell you the story. 
                Brian Larkin  
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EPJC Produces New Video 
�

Centre Volunteers Nelisa Alicade and Sandra Franco have produced a new video of a bril-
liant Trident Ploughshares demonstration which took place on St Andrews Day at Edin-
burgh Castle. With thousands of visitors were milling around Mons Meg and the One 
O’Clock Gun TP activists dropped a banner reading Scotland YES Trident NO over the 
highest parapet and held individual cards which together spelled out the same legend. 
Watch the short video and others on the Edinburgh-
PandJCentre YouTube channel  �

BECOME A MEMBER! The Peace and Justice Cen-
tre promotes nonviolence, human rights, alternatives 
to war and ecological sustainability in Edinburgh and 
across Scotland. We publish P&JNews, and Talks and 
other events. We‘re developing a Nonviolence Educa-
tion project, planning events around the Centenary of 
the First World War and much more. Check out the list 
of the events and activities we organised last year on 
our website. We need to expand our Membership base 
to sustain this work. Members contribute a minimum 
of £20waged /£12 unwaged.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Organisations which share our aims are invited to 
Affiliate to the Centre and use its resources. Details available on request. We also are 
seeking new members to join the Management Committee, especially anyone with 
fundraising skills. If you are interested or know someone who you think might be able to 
help please get in touch. 

New Fact Sheets The Centre has produced new fact sheets on State Sanctioned Torture 
and Human Rights. They can be downloaded from our website under Publications > Fact 
Sheets They are part of a series which includes Palestine and Libya. A Fact Sheet on Syria 
is due out imminently and others will follow. Print copies of the Fact Sheets can also be 
ordered from the Centre. 

EPJC Coordinator in Panel Discussion at Middle East Festival Forum on Religion, 
Violence and Ecology: The Myth of Gaia 
�

Speaker: Prof Robert Segal, Sixth Century Chair in Religious Studies, Univ of Aberdeen.�

Chair: Dr Louise S Milne, School of Art, Edinburgh College of Art.�
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College and environmental and peace campaigner.�

Sanctuary, Augustine United Church, 41 George IV Bridge, EH1 1EL.�
Saturday 1 March 2014. Registration: 6.30pm-7pm. Discussion/Forum: 7pm-9pm.�

£5/£3 on the night. Contact: Neill Walker, mesp2014@hotmail.co.uk, 0131 331 4469�
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The narratives of humans who have been immorally trafficked can be found the world 
over. In my United States hometown of Kansas City, the numbers are staggering, placing 
it at the fourth largest metropolitan area for sex trafficking in the country. The United 
States Department of Health and Human Services estimates that global human trafficking, 
comprised of both sex trafficking and trafficking for forced labour, is tied with the illegal 
arms industry as the second largest criminal industry in the world today (the largest is the 
illicit drug trade). 
 
Indeed, the United Nations (UN) esti-
mates the total market value of illicit hu-
man trafficking to be in excess of $32 bil-
lion. While estimating the number of traf-
ficking victims at a given time, according 
to the US Department of State 2013 Traf-
ficking in Person’s Report, 26 million in-
dividuals suffer in modern slavery today. 
As many as 800,000 people are trafficked 
across borders each year, according to the 
Polaris Project. 
�

According to the UN Women Director, and former President of Chile, Michelle Bachelet 
“an estimated 80% of all trafficked persons are used and abused as sexual slaves.” She 
goes on to say that “this human rights violation is driven by demand for sexual services 
and the profit that is generated. The commodification of human beings as sexual objects, 
poverty, gender inequality and subordinate positions of women and girls provide fertile 
ground for human trafficking.” Because of the disproportionate nature that the illicit sex 
trade plays in human trafficking, this article will focus on that aspect of the problem.[1] 
�

Given that sex trafficking violates basic human rights including the right to bodily integri-
ty, equality, dignity, health, security, and freedom from violence and torture, the interna-
tional community has taken some actions to codify a policy to eliminate it. The Conven-
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women classes sex traf-
ficking as a form of sex discrimination and a human rights violation. Other relevant agree-
ments include the UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, 
the ILO (International Labor Organization) Convention 182, Elimination of Worst Forms 
of Child Labor, and the ILO Convention 29, Forced Labour. 
 
In addition to these international codes, many countries have laws criminalizing the traf-

Human Trafficking  
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ficking of persons specifically for the purposes of commercial sex. Indeed, 128 countries 
have some form of policy which criminalizes sex trafficking. Sadly, while these laws are in 
place, enforcement is dismally low. According to the 2013 Department of State Trafficking 
in Person’s Report, 7,705 cases were brought against traffickers internationally. The report 
estimates that these cases affected the lives of approximately 46,500 victims. If this num-
ber is compared to the 26 million person estimate, the prosecutions are barely impacting 
the industry. 
�

Clearly, then, this illicit trade is not being deterred by government efforts. Because of this, I 
believe it is important to understand how sex trafficking works as an industry. It is a for-
profit industry which comprises three steps: acquisition, movement and exploitation. Indi-
viduals can be acquired as sex slaves through sale by family, recruitment by former slaves, 
deceit, and forced abduction. A few months ago this upworthy.com video demonstrating 
the deceit often perpetrated on women by traffickers went viral. 

Step two is movement of the victims. Traffickers move sex slaves from countries of origin 
through transit countries into destination 
countries. In the case of internal trafficking, 
the same country acts as origin, transit, and 
destination. Finally, exploitation of trafficked 
sex slaves primarily indicates the coercion of 
uncompensated sex services, multiple times 
per day. The entire process degrades human 
dignity, includes torture and violence, and 
very often results in long-term  physical and 
mental trauma..  This upworthy.com video of 
a woman who was internally trafficked in the 
United States to capture the emotional and 
physical experience of human trafficking. 

In order to arrest the growth of this industry, and eventually eliminate it, action must be 
taken to address each step that comprises the industry. Currently, there is immense profit to 
be made, at very little risk.[2] There is little risk because most countries around the world 
have only light criminal penalties for sex trafficking in both prison terms and economic 
penalties. And in countries where there are relatively steep penalties, prosecution and con-
viction of trafficking offences remains rare. Additionally, there are often laws which crimi-
nalize those who have been trafficked, turning the victims of criminals into victims of the 
state as well. Thus, countries generally do not have effective measures in place to address 
any of the three steps of sex trafficking 

�

Often, two approaches are put forward as a means to combating the sex trade. The first in-
volves the legalization of prostitution. Here it is argued, if individuals are able to choose 
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work in this industry, there will not be any need for human trafficking to supply the indus-
try with sex slaves. However, this argument has not yet been supported by substantial re-
search, and in fact, is contradicted by many stories. Amsterdam, for instance, as shown in 
the first video included above, still receives an influx in trafficked women. 
 
A second argument, often heard in the United States, is for the opposite to occur: criminal-
ize prostitution. However, intuitively one can guess that this will result in the persecution 
of prostitutes, and the criminalization of the victims of sex slavery. There is no research 
which proves it is an effective approach. 
�

Rather, I believe that a more comprehensive approach is necessary. This would be a model 
or method which is targeted at each of the three 
steps of the process: acquisition, movement, and 
exploitation. Many anti-trafficking activists argue 
that sex trafficking is about poverty, gender bias, 
lawlessness, corruption, and economic globaliza-
tion, and that to end it, we must address these 
problems first. In my opinion, this analysis only 
addresses the acquisition portion of the commer-
cial sex trade. There must be additional focus on 
the movement and exploitation of sex slaves. 
This will require taking steps to increase the cost 
for traffickers to run the operation, making it less 
profitable for them to traffic individuals, and 
pricing low-paying consumer out of the market-
place. 
�

A comprehensive strategy to combat sex trafficking effectively would include efforts at 
both eliminating gender discrimination and curbing the demand for commercial sex. Gen-
der inequality and discriminatory laws trap women in poverty and fail to protect them from 
violence, rendering them vulnerable to prostitution and trafficking. Women who lack ac-
cess to resources, such as housing, land, property, and inheritance, are at increased risk. It 
is critical to implement legal safeguards for women and girls, to alleviate poverty and cre-
ate greater possibilities for non-exploitative options for girls and women. And, it is critical 
to recognize that demand fuels sex trafficking and the commercial sex industry like any 
other sector of business. Holding “buyers” of commercial sex accountable, therefore, re-
duces sex trafficking. 
 
Sweden, Norway, and Iceland have effectively addressed the demand for commercial sex 
and sex trafficking by decriminalizing prostituted persons, and criminalizing those who 
purchase sex. As a result, street prostitution and sex trafficking have decreased. Countries 
that neglect to focus on the demand that fuels sex trafficking, or have legalized the com-

�
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mercial sex industry, have witnessed increased prostitution and greater numbers of traf-
ficked women and girls to fulfil an influx of international sex tourists as well as increased 
demand locally.�
�

In 2009, With the publication of  Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity by 
Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl Wu Dunn I believe the issue of sexual exploitation and human 

trafficking the low-profile of this 
issue could no longer be claimed as 
cause for the continued degradation 
of human beings in this manner. In-
deed, awareness has reached such a 
point that “raising awareness” is no 
longer an effective tool in the tool 
kit. Given our best estimates, the 
numbers warrant strong and serious 
action by governments, private in-
dustry, and the non-profit sector 
and citizens of the world. This is 
one of the primary human rights 
causes of the 21st century.�

�

William Duncan�
 
Sources and further reading: 
�

United Nations and International Labor Organization. These two reporting institutions 
demonstrate the difficulty in measuring the industry as their numbers do not match.�

US Department of State Report on Trafficked Persons. This contains a wide range of infor-
mation, from prosecution statistics to narratives of individual’s experiences.�

Voice of Freedom. This is a participatory photography project that allows trafficked women 
to tell their stories.�

The Moju Project, The Polaris Project, The Human Trafficking Foundation.�

Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity. Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn. 
Knopf, 2009.�
The Natashas: Inside the New Global Sex Trade. Victor Malarek. Arcade Publication, 2004.�
�

[1] It is important to note that sex slaves do comprise only about 4 percent of the world’s to-
tal slaves. Thus there is a distinction within trafficked slaves to be made, and a distinction in 
the total slave population to be made. 
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State Sanctioned Torture 

Trigger Warning: Sexual violence, torture. 
 

Although US power has  slowly declined over time, it still remains unchallenged in 
the international sphere, accounting for 39% of global military spending.1 Such global 
dominance has given the United States a unique character - that is to say, it may par-
ticipates in activities which would otherwise be condemned if carried out by other 
states, including activities which may be nominally condemned by the US itself. One 
example of this is state-sanctioned torture, carried out as part of the ongoing ‘War on 
Terror’. 
 

Chapter 113c under Title 18 of the United States 
Code defines torture as an act, carried out by a per-
son acting under the colour of law, which is intended 
to inflict severe physical or mental pain or suffering, 
(excluding that which is incidental to lawful sanc-
tions) upon another person within their custody or 
physical control. ‘Severe mental pain or suffering’ 
refers to the prolonged mental harm resulting from 
the application or threatened application of severe 
%�
�����
%���
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���� -altering substances 
or other procedures intended to profoundly disrupt 
���
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death, and the threat that another person will be sub-
jected to the same aforementioned treatment.2 
 

According to these criteria then, it is clear that the 
American state has been engaging in torture. The ac-
tivities undertaken in Guantanamo Bay are the most sa-
lient example of this. President Obama pledged to shut 
Guantanamo but January 2014 marked its  12th anniversary with no closure in sight. 
 

Former inmates at Guantanamo have reported a variety of techniques used to induce 
severe mental or physical pain or suffering, including but not limited to sexual as-
sault/humiliation, sleep deprivation, sensory deprivation, solitary confinement, mock 
executions, forced medication, the use of dogs to scare detainees, extreme tempera-
tures, sensory bombardment, watching others being tortured and other psychological 
techniques.3 
�

As part of a composite statement regarding detention in Afghanistan and Guantanamo Bay 
with two other former inmates Shafiq Rasul and Asif Iqbal, Rhuhal Ahmed stated that 

‘...the ERF [extreme reaction force] team would come into the cell, place us face down on 

����������.�����
��

����



�������������	
������

�����	���������

����

�

the ground then putting our arms behind our backs and our legs bending backwards they 
would shackle us and hold us down restrained in that position whilst somebody from the 
medical corps pulled up my sleeve and injected me in the arm. They left the chains on me 
and then left. The injection seemed to have the effect of making me feel very drowsy.’’4   
 

When discussing his interrogation, Asif described the conditions of one of the cells he was 
kept in: ‘...I was moved to a cell further along the corridor. This cell had been occupied 
by a guy who had developed severe mental health problems and had smeared excrement 
everywhere. It was absolutely disgusting. I had no soap or anything and I was left in this 
cell. I could not sit anywhere. It stank. It was extremely hot.’ 
 

Detainees at Guantanamo also reported being humiliated on the grounds of their religion, 
for example having had long slits cut down the front of their orange jumpsuits, so that 
when they knelt down and prayed, the suits would open up and expose their genitals. Mo-
azzam Begg, a British detainee at Guantanamo, described being forcibly stripped naked, 
and witnessing others being repeatedly beaten and eventually killed.5 Begg and the other 
inmates were not given any coherent explanation of what they were accused of and were 

deprived of legal representation. 
 

More than half of the 166 men at 
Guantánamo have been “Cleared 
for Release” by U.S. authorities. 
Amongst them is UK national 
Shaker Aamer whose release the 
UK government has called for. 
More than 130 men are on a hunger 
strike at Guantánamo that began in 
February 2013. Over 20 are being 
force-fed - a process denounced by 
the Red Cross and international 
medical groups. 
 

American soldiers in the Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq engaged in further physical, psycho-
logical and sexual abuse. Former US Army reservist, Charles Graner, was photographed 
smiling and giving the thumbs up while standing next to a group of naked prisoners who 
had been forced to clamber on top of one another and form a human pyramid. Afterwards, 
prisoners were lined up and forced to masturbate in front of their captors, while Lynndie 
England posed for the camera with a smile and gave the thumbs up. Other acts included 
pouring phosphoric acid over the prisoners, sodomising them with batons and phospho-
rescent tubes, and Strappado hanging. 
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most anything to stop the pain.6  These experiences are also very likely to have a radicalis-
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�ing effect on detainees and their families, and as such we ought to consider torture a threat, 
not an aid, to national security. However, making tactical criticisms would detract from the 
fact that these acts are shameful and horrific attacks on the dignity, respect and well-being 
that all human beings deserve - such debasement wouldn’t be acceptable even if it were tac-
tically effective. 
 

Although state authorities treated the 
Abu Ghraib situation as an aberration, 
these atrocities were carried out within 
the context of institutional roles in 
which individuals are socialised into 
authoritarian power dynamics and 
stripped of their humanity, no matter 
the harm and moral degradation that 
may ensue. Guantanamo remains open 
today in spite of President Obama’s in-
augural promise to close it. A concerted 
effort by the American population 
against it, alongside a radical critique 
of the institutional roles which allow for such 
debasement of human beings to occur is perhaps long overdue. 
                     Cameron Watt 
 

This article is also available as a Fact Sheet which can be obtained from the Centre or 
downloaded from our website under Publications>Fact Sheets then click the link or here: 
peaceandjustice.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Torture-Fact-Sheet-Final.pdf 

Further Reading: www.witnesstorture.org 
 

TAKE ACTION: Sign the Petition to Close Guantanamo:                           
www.change.org/CloseGitmo 
 
Sources: 
1. milexdata.sipri.org 
2. www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/2340 

3.thejusticecampaign.org/?page_id=273 

4. humanrights.ucdavis.edu/resources/library/documents-and-reports/tipton_report.pdf 

5. www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kr68Ih7HGA0 

6. www.cgu.edu/pdffiles/sbos/costanzo_effects_of_interrogation.pdf 
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News from Around the Movements  

Scottish Peace Network Formed In November  

The network consists of nearly 30 organisations and  will coordinate peace movement activ-
ities around the Centenary of the First World War. The Peace and Justice Centre will be 
posting alternative First World War commemoration events of all the groups on our website 
calendar at: http://peaceandjustice.org.uk/calendar/  Watch this space for developments in 
coming months. If your organisation wants to be part of this network contact the Centre.  

Invitation to help San Ghanny organise event in solidarity with Palestine 

Civic groups in Hebron have called for an international week of action at the end of Febru-
ary, using the issue of the closure of Hebron's Shuhada Street to Palestinians and the expul-
sion of Palestinian people living there to highlight the occupation of Palestine and Is-
rael's  imposition of apartheid conditions. All are welcome to join San Ghanny solidarity 
choir in organising a street event in Edinburgh on Saturday 1st March involving song and 
other creative illustrations of the occupation.  A planning meeting will be held at on the 
evening of 4th Feb. If you want to help contact the P&J and we will put you in touch with 
Penny. San Ghanny is a solidarity choir formed to visit and sing in Palestine in 2012.  
 

Trident Ploughshares Storms Castle and Celtic Connections  

With thousands of visitors mill-
ing around the One O’Clock Gun 
on St Andrews Day, TP activists 
dropped a banner reading 
‘Scotland YES Trident NO’ over 
the highest parapet and held cards 
which spelled out the same leg-
end. They peacefully retreated, 
from the Castle precincts when 
asked by Historic Scotland per-
sonnel who said no political 
demonstrations were allowed 
there. One demonstrator queried 
the politics of the War Memorial 

which seem quite political, not only remember-
ing those who have died with respect, but glorifying militaristic and nationalistic elements 
of our heritage.  

They repeated the action on more friendly terrain in the pedestrian precincts of Glasgow 
outside the Royal Concert Hall, leafleting Celtic Connections concert goers. Read full ac-
counts and see photos on the TP website and Watch the short video of the Castle demo on 
the EdinburghPandJCentre YouTube channel here: http://youtu.be/V5hUAmYQmK4  
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Third VCNVUK Peace Delegation Returns to UK 

Janey Moffatt and Beth Tichborne returned safely from Afghanistan having spent 2 weeks 
in Kabul as part of the 3rd UK peace delegation to the country. Maya Evans, who spoke in 
a Peace and Justice Centre in 2012, remains in Kabul for the following 6 weeks support-
ing the campaigning efforts of the Afghan Peace Volunteers and writing reports about her 
observations.  

Delegation projects include:   

 Afghanistan: A Difficult Birth 

A short documentary looking at the preg-
nant women in Afghanistan who are to give 
�����
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looking at the conditions of pregnant wom-
en where 1/11 die in childbirth. The docu-
mentary will be released on the 8th March 
2014 and VCNV speakers will be available 
to talk about the project and tell the stories 
of the women they met and interviewed. 
See a 2 minute clip about the documen-
tary:  www.indiegogo.com/projects/
afghanistan-a-difficult-birth   Follow the      
project: www.afghanmums.tumblr.com 
 

Breakthrough on Iran 

Iran's curtailment of uranium enrichment and the relaxation of sanctions by the US has 
been hailed as 'an historic step on the path to peace and security in the Middle East'. The 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) confirmed in late January that Iran had 
ceased enriching uranium above the threshold 5% purity, with centrifuges disconnected at 
its Nantaz and Fordo facilities. The deal, reached in November, will also see Iran diluting 
its stockpile of 20% uranium - curbing its nuclear activities in return for a gradual easing 
of sanctions. Despite this clear progress according to jewishvoiceforpeace.org/  the influ-
ential American Israel Political Action Committee (AIPAC) is lobbbying hard for the US 
Senate to pass a bill which would guarantee US backing for any “pre-emptive” attack Is-
rael might make on Iran.  

Israeli Parliamentary Coalition Calls for WMD Free Zone in the Middle East  

In December 2012, Israel and the U.S. scuttled a UN mandated conference in Helsinki on 
a Nuclear Weapons and Weapons of Mass Destruction Free Zone in the Middle East. As 
recently described in the Guardian: “The exotic tale of the bomb hidden in the desert is a 
true story, though. It’s just one that applies to another country. ...Israel managed to assem-
ble an entire underground nuclear arsenal – now estimated at 80 warheads. ...”. 
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Last month an unprecedented coalition of former and current members of the Israeli Parlia-
ment (Knesset) held a historic international conference in Haifa, For a Nuclear Weapons 
and Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) Free Zone in the Middle East. The Haifa Con-
ference Declaration, signed by former and current members of the Knesset, members of the 
French and German parliaments, and leading Israeli and international anti-nuclear, peace 
and human rights activists, calls for prompt convening of the stalled Helsinki Conference 
as a permanent diplomatic solution to the ongoing threat of catastrophic war in the Middle 
East. 

Militarisation in everyday life in the UK: a con-
ference report 

Many areas of society in the UK have seen a 
growing involvement and/or visibility of the mili-
tary and military approaches in recent years - from 
schools, to local communities, to 
‘militainment’ (military-themed films, TV pro-
grammes, video games etc). This process of privi-
leging and prioritising the military is often re-
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��
��
0��������������1�
�
�����
 �����
���
� �

the foremost thinkers on the subject, states that 
“To become militarised is to adopt militaristic val-
ues and priorities as one's own, to see military so-
lutions as particularly effective, to see the world 
as a dangerous place best approached with milita-

ristic attitudes.” 

In response to the recent developments in the UK, there has been an increase in critical ac-
ademic studies, media coverage, and work by campaigning organisations and others on 
these issues. On 19 October 2013, around 70 academics, activists, campaigners, and writers 
came together in London at the Militarisation in Everyday Life in the UK conference or-
ganised by ForcesWatch. The main aim of the day was to allow academics and activists to 
share their work and ideas, through a series of plenary presentations and group discussions, 
and to develop ideas on how to raise public debate and encourage critical thinking on the 
issues.  Read the full conference report here: http://www.forceswatch.net/blog/
militarisation-everyday-life-uk-conference-report  

 

Divergent Sentences for US Nuclear Resisters: Write Essays or Long Prison Sentences 
 

A Judge in Tennessee is deliberating sentencing three anti nuclear weapons protesters to up 
to 30 years in prison .(See p.19 Unsung Heroes for more on this story.) But a Judge in Kan-
sas City, finding ten peace activists guilty of trespass for blockiading a plant which will 
build 85% of the parts for new US nuclear bombs sentenced the protesters to write essays.  
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TAKE ACTION �

Among the protesters was Nobel Peace Prize nominee Bill Bichsel who spoke in a P&J 
Speaker Series talk. In response to a question about North Korea possibly launching a nu-
clear attack on a U.S. city Bix wrote: “I pray to 
God I would not in any way agree to a counter 
attack. Violence calls out the endless cycle of 
violence....If any nuclear weapon is used to at-
tack or retaliate I believe there would be a mul-
titude of exchanges among varying nations so 
that human survival would be imperiled. ...If 
that happens, we’ll know our work for peace 
has fallen short. Our works of peace are more 
sporadic than the works of war... Global 
peacemaking has to be as constant as war-
making. 

 

Answering a question about the risk to the US of 
disarming while other nations still have weapons. Bix said: “If the US would take the first 
step toward the abolition of nuclear weapons other nations would follow. ...There’s a deep 
cry among the people of the world that they need these resources for their families instead 
of weapons. They need funding for health care, nutrition, employment, housing.” We might 
well say the same of the UK. Read the statements of all ten nuclear resisters here: http://
tinyurl.com/ojkduke 
 

Meanwhile the New York Times reports “17 officers assigned to stand watch over nuclear-
tipped Minuteman missiles (���
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nuclear launch authority were caught napping with the blast door open.”                            
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Sign the Petition Calling on the MOD to Stop Recruitment of 16 & 17 Year Olds 
We call on the UK Government to stop its policy of allowing 15 year olds to apply and 16 
and 17 year olds to be recruited into the Armed Forces. The recruitment and targeting of 
young people and vulnerable groups has been criticised by the United Nations Committee 
on the Rights of the Child. 2014 is the year to end this policy.  Sign the Petition at: https://
you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/stop-recruitment-of-16-year-olds-into-the-uk-armed-forces 
 

Wool against weapons Scotland— 
Knitters throughout Scotland have been busy creating sections (100cm by 60cm ) of the 7 
mile long pink scarf that will stretch between Aldermaston and Burghfield on 9th August 
giving a very clear message that the renewal of Trident is not wanted.  There is still time to 
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join in and to get others involved. This is a great project for people who may not be able 
to get to protest marches but can sit and knit or crochet or for anyone!  
 

Here are a few woolly dates for your diary: 
 

Sat 28th June - Big Royal Mile event: time and exact 
place tbc. Our chance to get media attention for the Scottish 
scarf before we take it down to Aldermaston. If you can only 
make one date, please make this one. 

 

Sat 24th May 11-1 – Flashmob knit-in Castle esplanade, 
Edinburgh.  
 

Sat 26th April 11-1 – Flashmob knit-in outside Parlia-
ment, Holyrood, Edinburgh  

 

5th April – Anti-trident march and rally in Glasgow , 
George Square (assemble 11, march 11.30, rally 12.30). 

We will display  what we have done at that stage and recruit folk to join in. Is there any-
one in Glasgow/West of Scotland who could be there?        Please let Jane know at 
<jane@gn.apc.org> 
 
 

7th April – Scottish CND Spring Peace Walk reaches Faslane. All welcome to join 
Jane and Jean and take the scarf that we have by then. If anyone would like to join us that 
would be great. Please let us know. 

 

Send completed  sections of the scarf to: Jane Lew-
is , 7 Rosefield Avenue, EH15 1AT  
If you are able and would like to go down to Alder-
maston on 9th August with Jane and Jean please 
contact us. We  would welcome at least one other 
driver.  
 

We will also need folk to hold up  our Scottish 
scarf when we take to Aldermaston! 
 

You will find more information about the overall 
plan at: www.woolagainstweapons.co.uk/ Also, 
please join the WAW Scotland facebook group: fa-
cebook.com/groups/woolagainstweaponsscotland/ 
to keep up with plans & to join the email list by 
contacting Jane Lewis: <jane@gn.apc.org> 

1 -7 April CND Spring Walk for Peace  Edinburgh to Faslane.                                    
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Unsung Heroes: US Nuclear Disarmament Activists 
Facing Many Years in Prison  

�

On the “Sunday” programme 26 January BBC Radio 4 reported favourably on 83 year old 
Sister Megan Rice who will be sentenced on sabotage charges in a court in Knoxville Ten-
nessee by the time we go to press. Along with Catholic Workers Michael Walli and Greg 
Boertje-Obed, Rice breached the security of the Y-12 facility in Oak Ridge Tennessee where 
the US built the Hiroshima bomb and where it is enriching Uranium for new modernised 
nuclear weapons. They poured blood, graffittied, and did a small amount of symbolic dam-
age to the edifice with household hammers, answering what for them was a calling, in the 

words of the prophet Isaiah, to “beat swords 
into plowshares”.�
�

I met Michael about 5 years ago at a Pacific 
Life Community retreat, a gathering of most-
ly Catholic Workers who live in voluntary 
poverty and serve the poor. With untied shoe 
laces, dishevelled clothing and slightly scat-
tered thoughts he struck me as a “fool for 
Christ”. Little did I know then just how di-
vinely “foolish” he would prove to be . When 
I first heard he was facing such a heavy sen-
tence for this action I must admit I worried 

slightly for his safety in prison.  �
�

The sympathetic Radio 4 feature focussed on Sr Megan’s faith and mentioned her many 
years of work in Africa. In a clip from a Washington Post interview she said nuclear weap-
ons can “never be used without helping to extinguish the planet” and that the money spent 
on them is “denied to serve the poor and causes people to sleep on the street tonight.” Click 
Here and then listen 26 minutes into this week's Sunday programme for the full Radio 4 fea-
ture.�

With the government prosecutor asking the court to sentence the trio to a minimum 6 years 
(they could face up to 30 years) more than a thousand letters, have been sent urging Judge 
Amul Thapar to resist the government's portrayal of the faith based activists as “terrorists” 
and use his discretion to impart lower sentences. In one letter (http://
transformnowplowshares.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/letter-from-fcnl-9-17-13.pdf), Diane 
Randall of the (US) Friends Committee on National Legislation wrote, “They carried flow-
ers to symbolize ‘forgiveness and reconciliation’, candles to show that light “transforms fear 
and secrecy into authentic security” and a Bible to inspire their ‘acts of conscience’. We ask 
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for your compassion, wisdom and mercy in sentencing. There is a huge difference between 
non-violent protesters and terrorists....who would indiscriminately maim and kill.”  The Ed-
inburgh Peace and Justice Centre and supporters wrote to the Judge and the prisoners. In 
December we received replies from Greg, Michael and Megan. Greg praised the courage 
and commitment of “all the people (in Scotland ) organizing against Trident.�
�

Greg, who has taken part in other Plowshares actions and spent several years in prison, re-
quested the Court hear recordings of “My Name is Lisa Kalvelage” by Pete Seeger and “By 
Breath” sung by Sara Thomsen to be played at the sentencing hearing. The deeply moving 
song tells the story of Kalvelage who, born in Nuremburg, later recognised the responsibil-
ity of citizens for “mass crimes”,  advised draft resisters at the San Jose Peace Centre and 
delayed a shipment of napalm to Vietnam in a nonviolent blockade. By Breath beautifully 
speaks of the oneness of all beings in 
our breath, blood, water, fire and 
earth. The Judge allowed the lyrics 
to be submitted but will not hear the 
deeply moving recordings. Readers 
can listen to Lisa Kalvelage here: 
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=dOHxAvGu5X4  and By Breath 
here: www.youtube.com/watch?
v=sKwf7MpnvVI�

Urging the Judge to consider depar-
tures from the high sentencing guide-
lines Greg has cited Judge Ulf Panzer who testified at the trial of the Trident Three in Scot-
land..Panzer was arrested for blocking the entrance to a US military base in Germany where 
nuclear weapons were deployed. Judge Panzer stated: “Many judges in Germany—almost 
all of them—committed immense crimes during the Nazi regime. We feel that by being si-
lent today, we judges would be guilty again...We feel that we are right at the point of being 
used again to legitimate instruments of mass murder. We do that in our courts by declaring 
them to be legitimate property, which they are not”…“[T]he true criminals are those who 
produce and possess nuclear arms and who may some day use them. If you protest or resist 
nuclear arms, you are on the right side of the law.... You are obeying the law by resisting nu-
clear arms.”   

�

Ralph Hutchison of the Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance www.orepa.org said that 
the three did not fear lengthy prison sentences. Megan has the attitude that she will “serve 
God wherever I am”. “There is a world of suffering behind the bars and a lot of people in 
need of the kind of compassion and care which Megan will bring to them.”��
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This books opens with the dramatic 11th hour visit of Archbishop Tutu to the then Presi-
dent Botha of apartheid South Africa in March 1988, to plead for the lives of the Sharpe-
ville Six, who were 37 hours away from execution. Tutu had called for support from the 
USA, Germany and the UK in urging clemency. In spite of Botha's anger and the heated 
exchange of accusations, the judge granted a stay of execution: six lives were saved. Tu-
tu and Frank Chikane then launched the programme of national disobedience called 
'Standing for the Truth'. Tutu has never shrunk from truth, whether then or now in South 
Africa, or far afield, as in Northern Ireland and Israel/Palestine.�
�

Although Tutu's parentage and ancestry 
are interesting, Tutu himself downplays 
his tribal origins, other than using isiXho-
sa, – 'the language of heaven' – in church 
blessings. Tutu's stubborn character helped 
the sickly child who contracted polio as an 
infant, to become the 'rabble-rouser' Nobel 
laureate, respected throughout the world. 
Growing up under apartheid, he was 
struck by witnessing one day a tall, thin 
white man doff his hat to his mother: 
White people would never have done that 
in the South Africa of the time. He thought 
later it was Trevor Huddlestone of the 

Community of the Resurrection in Sophiatown, but it could have been his predecessor. 
The Community was to influence Tutu's life, with their work among exploited gold min-
ers and their recognition that the spiritual was already deeply embedded in the African 
way of life and tradition. Through Desmond's sister Sylvia's attendance at St. Peter's 
School, which had been started by the Community of the Resurrection (C.R.), the family 
became Anglicans, and Desmond became a server with the priest, Zachariah Sekgapane.�
�

Tutu's connection with the CR was intensified when he went to live in the boys' hostel at 
the mission in Sophiatown. Trevor Huddleston loved and was loved by the children in 
the township, Tutu among them. Huddleston encouraged and instilled 'a sense of worth' 
in the children. At that time, Desmond would have qualified to study medicine, but as 
the family could not afford the fees, he went to college to become a teacher. There, in 
the early 1950s, he first met Mandela: they next met on Mandela's release in 1990.�
�

Tutu came to the attention of the apartheid South African Government with his 1968 
theological declaration, 'A Message to the People of South Africa', stating that “the doc-

��Book Review: A Rabble Rouser for Peace - Desmond Tutu 
�
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trine of separation is a false faith, a novel gospel”, and was threatened by Vorster and by 
right-wing church leaders. Another church leader, the Afrikaner Beyers Naude, was forced 
out of the Dutch Reformed Church and with others set up a series of commissions examin-
ing the implications of apartheid for Christianity. This started a 'liberation theology' move-
ment, involving black and white together, living their belief in a society of justice and 
equal rights. In 1985, over 150 theologians in South Africa published 'A Challenge to the 
Church', known as the 'Kairos' document. It characterised the moment as 'a turning point' 
or 'moment of truth' when the heresy of apartheid had to be exposed and dealt with. The 
sort of 'multiracialism' that merely covered over the injustice of the stronger and saw the 
situation as a conflict between equals was exposed as a pact with 'the devil': the document 
made clear the difference between ruthless state violence and the defensive actions of the 
oppressed. Tutu supported but did not sign it. He and fellow churchmen were accused of 
backing communism and terrorism by talking with the ANC and supporting the WCC's 
declaration that the liberation movements had no option but to take up arms, while at the 
same time promoting nonviolent action for change.�
�

After three years of consultations, and supported almost 
unanimously by black Christians, Tutu and fellow bishops 
called for “carefully selected and....targeted forms of pres-
sure, including economic and diplomatic pressure”, i.e. 
Sanctions. In defiance of the increased restrictive powers 
of P.W. Botha in 1987, church leaders joined a protest 
march early in 1988, but when a subsequent protest rally 
was banned, Tutu, Allan Boesak and S. Naidoo organised a 
service at which the American, Jim Wallis, was present. He 
described the crowds "surging into the sanctuary like a 
powerful river of energy, determination, and militant hope" 
with no room to move. The preaching foretold the defeat 
of apartheid.�
�

That form of apartheid has now officially gone. After Man-
dela's release, and the assurance of democracy, Tutu did 
not stop working for truth, reconciliation and peace. He arranged a meeting between Nel-
son Mandela and the leader of the Inkatha 'Freedom Party', Mangosuthu Buthelezi in 1993, 
set up the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and travelled abroad, to urge governments 
to negotiate with those they called 'terrorists', for example in Northern Ireland. He created 
outrage but eventually by tact, faith and conviction in the cause of peace, working with 
peace activists, his spirit helped bring about the 'Good Friday Agreement'.�
�

Tutu had long complained about Israel supplying arms to the apartheid regime and openly 
compared “what is happening in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank” to “what is happening 
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in South Africa” (1989). He was accused of 'anti-semitism', though of course he recog-
nised the contribution of many South African Jews to the anti-apartheid struggle.�

This book is rich not only in the insight it offers into the man himself, but into the histo-
ry of the age in which he has lived and continues to live, not only in Southern Africa, 
but in the one world we all inhabit., and into what liberation theology involves. A most 
worthwhile read!�

Pat Bryden �
Available ON LOAN in the Peace and Justice Centre. 
Rabble-Rouser for Peace: The authorised biography of Desmond Tutu 
by John Allen   
ISBN 9781844135714   
Published 2006 

 

Throughout 2014 we will remember the tragedy of the First World War, those who died 
and were damaged by it and reflecting on the causes of war and efforts to prevent it.�

�

Prior to the outbreak of war, efforts were made across Europe to avoid the bloodbath. In 
January 1913, responding to the accelerating arms race, the deteriorating international 
situation and the increasing militarisation of 
society, Quakers held a conference in York and 
set up of the Northern Friends Peace Board. 
John Graham made this plea: 'The helpless 
rush of the maddened herd into the flood of ar-
maments, which threaten to submerge civilisa-
tion, makes the matter urgent”.   
�

To show the possibility of reconciliation the 
International Peace Bureau organised a confer-
ence of German and French MPs which some 
German MPs tried to derail. Only 39 German 
MPs met with 190 French deputies and 25 sen-
ators, in May 1913. All but 11 of the Germans 
came from the Social Democratic Party. The 
aims of the meeting, put forward by IPB Secretary-General Gobat, were to state the ne-
cessity of limiting armaments, to make proposals for ways for peaceful solution of con-
flicts, and to establish a Franco-German Commission for the improvement of relations. 
All these aims were achieved. The following year a second Conference was planned, but 
events made this impossible. (100 years of peace making: A history of the International 
Peace Bureau by Rainer Santi. www.santibox.ch/Peace/Peacemaking.html#3 )�

Remembering Peacemaking Efforts 1914  
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On 25 July 1914, the executive of the Social Democratic Party of Germany (SPD) ap-
pealed to its members to demonstrate against the coming war, only to vote on 4 August to 
fund the war. Likewise the French Socialist Party organised mass protests until the out-
break of war, but once the war began they argued that in wartime socialists should support 
their nations and also voted for funding. In Britain Keir Hardie led demonstrations includ-
ing a rally in Trafalgar Square though the Independent Labour Party which he had led for 
many years backed the government when it went to war. But in Scotland socialist and la-
bour movements would oppose the war throughout and the women’s suffrage movement 
would split, with the WSPU supporting the war while others including Sylvia Pankhurst 
would form the Women’s Peace Party. (More on those stories in coming months).�

While the Times and other papers “clamoured for the nation to ...embroil itself in the great 
continental war that is arising 
before us” the Manchester 
Guardian campaigned against 
British involvement.  1 Aug 
1914 (excerpt): “Public opinion 
is becoming ...alarmed at the 
thought that this country could 
be dragged into the horrors of a 
general European war, although 
she has no direct interest in it 
and is ... bound by no treaty ob-
ligations to take part ...The 
crime we should commit,’ writes 
Mr Harry Nuttall MP, ‘in taking 
part in the war...should impel 
every humane man and woman to exercise all the influence of which he or she is capable 
to secure our neutrality and non-intervention.’ ‘Who, then, makes war?’ The ... chanceller-
ies of Europe, among the men who have too long played with human lives as pawns in a 
game of chess, who have become so enmeshed in the formulas and the jargon of diploma-
cy that they have ceased to be conscious of the poignant realities with which they trifle.�

And thus will war continue to be made until the great masses ...say the word which will 
bring ...a determination that wars shall only be fought in a just and righteous and vital 
cause. If that word is ever to be spoken there never was a more appropriate occasion than 
the present... The time has come for the common sense of England to say that word now.”�

Among the Letters to the Editor was this: “Is Europe to be drenched in blood and are we 
to be involved because in an obscure town a madman kills a prince? It is incredible that a 
Liberal government, whose members have spoken eloquently for peace, should abandon 
our ..independence. Let the people revolt against so criminal an act. Were we to fight, the 
consequences would be too awful to contemplate.” Edwin T Heys, Mile End, Stockport��
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